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Village Clerk
Village of Vinton
436 E. Vinton Road
Vinton, TX 79821

Re:  Parks & Open Space Master Plan
Dear Ms. Garza:

Please find enclosed the 2009 Parks & Open Space Master Plan for the Village of Vinton. The
planning process began in June 2009 and included three public input meetings, a citizen survey, and
analysis of inventory and comparison of amenity and facility standards from other Texas cities as well
as from National Recreation and Park Association standards. The process also included reviewing a
ten year old Vinton General Park Plan that was used internally by the Village of Vinton but never
submitted to Texas Parks and Wildlife for approval. The Master Plan includes an updated inventory of
the existing recreational facilities in Vinton, current demographic information and an analysis of facility
needs. By representing the desires of Vinton’s citizens, the Master Plan will provide guidance in
planning and funding decisions for a wide range of recreational amenities over the next ten years.
The Master Plan will be an integral part in helping to create a more attractive and healthy Vinton in the
future.

The Master Plan offers key solutions to meeting the high priorities and long range needs that are
established for each of three Planning Zones. The Parks & Open Space Master Plan’s
recommendations and accompanying Action Plan strike a balance between maintaining and
upgrading existing infrastructure and the documented need for new and expanded facilities.

| appreciate the opportunity to assist the Village of Vinton and its citizens with this process and | look
forward to the successful implementation of the Parks & Open Space Master Plan.

Sincerely,

PARKHILL, SMITH & COOPER, INC.
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Project Manager
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Nestled between the Rio Grande and the

foothills of the Franklin Mountains lies the
Village of Vinton, Texas. The area was first
inhabited by Native American Indians and
later, along the same shores of the Rio
Grande, Spanish Conquistadores made the
area a stopping point along the Spanish
Camino Real and the area became known as
“La Salinera”, after the salt cedars that grow
in abundance along the Rio Grande. In
1881, John Vinton laid the cross country
route for the Southern Pacific railroad here.
Vinton’s history includes legendary tales of
Indian raids and as a hideout for Pancho
Villa during the Mexican Revolution.
Remnants of a late 1800’s trading post and

underground tunnels have fueled the tales

of Vinton’s place in the history of the “Wild
West”.

Today, the incorporated Village of Vinton is approximately three miles south of the Texas New
Mexico State Line at the juncture of the eastern edge of the Rio Grande floodplain with the
gently sloping alluvial fans downstream of the foothills of the Franklin Mountains. It is situated
between State Highway 20 on the west and Interstate 10 on the east. Its village limits are
approximately 1.5 square miles. According to the 2000 Census, there were 1,892 citizens living
in Vinton at the turn of the century. Current population estimates provide that approximately
3,200 citizens are living in Vinton today. This represents a 59% increase over the past seven
years.

To provide for an orderly and consistent plan for the parks and recreation system over the next
decade, the Village of Vinton hired the consultant team of Parkhill, Smith and Cooper, Inc and
Pemberton Professional Services, LLC to prepare the 2009 Parks and Open Space Master Plan.
The Parks and Open Space Master Plan has several purposes:

1. Provide the structure for systematic and consistent planning and development for the next
decade.

2. Provide detailed research regarding the community and the roles of Vinton in providing Parks
and Recreation services.

3. Provide direction in the area of acquisition and development of park land within the Village
limits as growth continues.

4. Establish priorities and implementation time lines based on documented research and a
community based needs analysis.
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5. Conform to the Texas Parks and Wildlife guidelines for local Park Recreation and Open Space
Master Plans.

The Process & Rationale

Due to the physical layout of the community, natural features such as arroyos and the manmade
obstacles presented by Vinton Road, the Master Plan provides for three separate and distinct
Planning Zones.

* The Northern Planning Zone is bounded by the Village limits on the north, east and west
and the southern boundary is Vinton Road.

» The Central Planning Zone is bounded by the Village limits on the east and west and by
Vinton Road on the North and the southern boundary is Henley and Douglas streets.

* The Southern Planning Zone is bounded by the Village limits on the east, west and south
and the northern boundary is Henley and Douglas streets.

The Parks and Open Space Master Plan was prepared using a three phase process. Phase 1
involved the Needs Assessment which included interviews with key Village of Vinton staff; the
citizen survey; public meetings; inventory/supply analysis; and facility standards analysis,
including park service areas.

Phase 2 involved the Goals and Objectives including Parks and Recreation Service Goals,
recommendation for Indoor and Outdoor Recreation Priorities by zone and a cursory review
of operating policies. Phase 3 involves the Action Plan and Implementation Strategies including
opinions of probable cost, implementation time line, and funding source identification.

A citizen survey was conducted by Village of Vinton staff in July and August of 2009. The bi-
lingual survey gathered citizen opinions and attitudes about the existing parks system as well as
a list of their needs and wants. All were measured against the principles that would guide
decision-making— accessibility, connectivity, diversity and adaptability, sustainability, and
safety. Priorities were identified and measured against these.

The results of the Community Needs Assessment and an analysis of recreation trends helped to
define priorities and recommendations. Surveys from 52 households were returned.  Table
ES.1 reflects the top ten important new parkland, new open space and new amenities as
reported in the survey.

TABLE ES.1 Citizen Survey Ranking of Outdoor and Indoor Recreation Amenities
Survey Rank | Outdoor Amenities Indoor Amenities

il Playground Computer Lab

o) New Parkland Library

3 Soccer Field Walking Track

4 Basketball Court Gymnasium

5 Picnic Areas Nutrition Education Room

6 Trails Wellness Education Room

7 Baseball Field Fitness Area

8 Volleyball Court Arts & Crafts Room

9 Swimming Pool Basketball Court

10 Softball Field
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This Master Plan includes the standards adopted by the Village of Vinton Village Council a
modified version of the standards published by the National Recreation and Parks Association
(NRPA). These modified standards create a locally created guideline to determine land and
facility requirements for various kinds of park and recreation needs at the community level.

Based upon the locally adopted standards for each of the park classifications, the recommended
park acreage per 1,000 population is 6 acres (includes 1 acre of Neighborhood Parks per 1,000
population and 5 acres of Community Parks per 1,000 population). Due to its current size and
population projections for the next ten years, the Village of Vinton has opted not to include the
NRPA standard of 5 acres of Metropolitan Parks per 1,000 population in its locally adopted park
standards. Vinton currently enjoys a slight excess of Neighborhood park acreage, although only
.25 acres are developed. Vinton has no community park acreage and is deficient by 16 acres
presently.

Vinton has recognized and seized the opportunity to proactively develop a Parks and Open
Space Master Plan to strategically guide future park development and renovations, protect
natural assets, and increase accessibility to meet current and future needs of the community.
Central to the Master Plan process was a fully integrated public input process that actively
engaged the community voices in decision making and planning.

The Priorities

Priorities were established for four separate planning districts. Areas were identified for future
parkland acquisition to ensure that the city’s parks system continues to thrive and provide
benefits for future generations. The results of the priority ranking were categorized as:

Priority Level Timeframe in Years
High 1-3

Conclusion

Quality of life is often measured by the amenities found in a city that make that location a
desirable place to work, play and raise families. Proximity, connectivity, accessibility, variety
and number and type of amenities all play a significant role in defining a sense of place in open
spaces. Parks are often a city’s most flexible asset and can easily be adapted to meet immediate
needs as well as changing trends in recreation. Citizen satisfaction surveys indicate a strong
support for the city’s park system and public feedback confirmed the value of the system and the
need for new park land and improvements to the parkland inventory. The results show that
residents appreciate what they have and are supportive of measures to reinforce and expand the
Park system.

This Master Plan should serve as the basis for the future development and fiscal planning for the
Vinton park system for the next ten years. Annual reviews of the Master Plan should be
performed by the City to ensure that the implementation is on course and addresses any specific
changes in priorities and/or needs.

e
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I. INTRODUCTION

Nestled between the Rio Grande and the
foothills of the Franklin Mountains lies the
Village of Vinton, Texas. The area was first
inhabited by Native American Indians and
later, along the same shores of the Rio
Grande, Spanish Conquistadores made the
area a stopping point along the Spanish
Camino Real and the area became known as ol
“La Salinera”, after the salt cedars that grow
in abundance along the Rio Grande. In
1881, John Vinton laid the cross country
route for the Southern Pacific railroad and
the community inherited his name.
Vinton’s history includes legendary tales of
Indian raids and as a hideout for Pancho
Villa during the Mexican Revolution.
Remnants of a late 1800’s trading post and
underground tunnels have fueled the tales i
of Vinton’s place in the history of the “Wild =
West”.
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Today, the incorporated Village of Vinton is approximately three miles south of the Texas New
Mexico State Line at the juncture of the eastern edge of the Rio Grande floodplain with the gently
sloping alluvial fans downstream of the foothills of the Franklin Mountains. It is situated between
State Highway 20 on the west and Interstate 10 on the east. Its village limits are approximately 1.5
square miles. According to the 2000 Census, there were 1,892 citizens living in Vinton at the turn
of the century. Current population estimates provide that approximately 3,200 citizens are living
in Vinton today. This represents a 59% increase over the past seven years.

Slopes are generally mild, seldom in excess of five percent. Some areas of the Village’s western
boundary lie in the Rio Grande flood plain and subsequently have slopes of .5 percent or less and
may be subject to localized flooding. Numerous shallow arroyos transverse the Village from east to
west and have been confined to narrow earthen channels in developed areas of the community.

Vinton was incorporated in 1961 but was originally named “Village of Industry”. The incorporation
of the community originated with the owners of Border Steel Corporation which today still has a
vital role in the growth and continuity of Vinton. Border Steel was purchased in 2007 by
ArcelorMittal which added Vinton to its international name. ArcelorMittal Vinton is today, one
location of the largest steel manufacturing companies in the world. Along with W.
Silver, ArcelorMittal Vinton make Vinton the second largest industrial city in El Paso County.
Commercial and industrial development are primarily located along major throroughfares and
Interstate 10, while residential development is situated in areas north and south of Vinton Road
between State Highway 20 and Interstate 10. With the addition of Vinton Road to the Texas
Department of Transportation spur road systems, the long time bedroom community is once again
evolving, as are expectations of its citizens with respect to the provision of park and recreation
opportunities.
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Government Role in Providing Park and Recreation Opportunities

The Village of Vinton is working towards providing its residents with a high quality of life that will
be enjoyed through its parks and open space system. The Village owns 14.25 of acres with .25 acres
currently developed

The Parks and Open Space Master Plan will guide development phasing and future parkland
development. The Parks and Open Space Master Plan embraces the Village’s vision for parkland
development and positions the Village to readily respond to emerging trends and to meet the
challenges associated with continued growth. Advanced planning for land acquisition will ensure a
continued level of excellence in the provision of a comprehensive open space system that meets the
needs of residents.

In order to optimize investment value, a public engagement process fully integrated in the Master
Plan development assisted in identifying and responding to community issues and the
requirements for phasing, safety, and environmental stewardship.

Vinton’s natural topography creates a variety of opportunities to provide an array of active and
passive recreation activities including trail use, bird watching, playgrounds, competitive athletics,
picnic areas, quiet enjoyment, natural enjoyment, interpretive centers, walking, cycling, — an
endless list of possibilities that continues to expand as the public finds new ways to enjoy their
leisure time.

SCOPE OF THE MASTER PLAN

The Parks & Open Space Master Plan is wide-ranging in scope, integrating community input and
feedback in the process in order to establish priorities and action plans that guide the Village’s park
development and management strategy. The Plan incorporates:

Major park requirements and locations

Neighborhood park standards that meet community needs and guide planning;

Classification system with definitions;

Cost implication projections of recommendations with funding alternatives that may be
available to the municipality;

e Community needs assessment based on the recreational trends analysis and stakeholder
engagement;

Park development guidelines; and

Implementation strategies.

Due to the physical layout of the community, natural features such as arroyos and the manmade
obstacles presented by Vinton Road, the Master Plan provides for three separate and distinct
Planning Zones.

* The Northern Planning Zone is bounded by the Village limits on the north, east and west
and the southern boundary is Vinton Road.

= The Central Planning Zone is bounded by the Village limits on the east and west and by
Vinton Road on the North and the southern boundary is Henley and Douglas streets.

= The Southern Planning Zone is bounded by the Village limits on the east, west and south
and the northern boundary is Henley and Douglas streets.
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Socio-Economic Characteristics of Vinton

Key characteristics include age, race and origin, income and educational attainment. Table 1.1,
below, illustrates the age characteristics in Vinton as derived from the 2000 Census.

Table 1.1 Population Age in Vinton 2000
= El Paso
[}) [+ 0,
Age Vinton % County % Texas %
Population < 18 years old 813 43% 217,423 32.0% 5,886,759 | 28.2%
Population 18-64 1,022 54% 396,126 58.3% 12,892,529 | 61.9%
Population 65 and older 57 3% 66,073 9.7% 2,072,532 9.9%
Total Population 1,892 100% 679,622 100% 20,851,820 | 100%

[Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1, QT-P1. Age Groups and Sex: 2000

Vinton’s population has a much higher percentage of younger residents that the State of Texas as a
whole. In 2000, 43% of Vinton’s population was under 18 years of age, as compared to 28.2% for
the State of Texas. Approximately 67% of the households in Vinton had individuals under the age
of 18 in the 2000 Census.

Vinton has a lower percentage of seniors than the State average. In 2000, 3% of the Village
population was age 65 or older, as compared to 9.7% for El Paso County and 9.9% for the State.

Racial Characteristics—In 2000, approximately 94% of the population of Vinton was of
Hispanic origin, and it is probable that the percentage of Hispanics in Vinton will be even higher in
the 2010 Census. Comparatively, El Paso County has 78.2% of the population having Hispanic
origins.

Educational Attainment—In 2000, only 24.1% of the population of Vinton age 25 years or older
had received a high school education or equivalent compared to 22.5% in El Paso County and 75.7%
in the State of Texas.

Income and Poverty Levels—The region is known to have a high incidence of poverty.  The
annual per capita incomes for Vinton, El Paso County and the State of Texas were $9,974, $13,421
and $19,697 respectively in 2000. In 1999, 25.2% of the families in Vinton were living in poverty,
compared to 20.5% of the families in El Paso County.

Family Size—The average household size in Vinton is approximately 3.81 residents per owner-
occupied household, compared to 3.23 residents per owner—occupied household in El Paso County.

PPS
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Current and Projected Population

As seen below in Table 1.2, Vinton is growing at a rapid pace, approaching an estimated population
of 3,708 in 2010, a 69 percent increase over the 2000 population. By 2020, the population is
projected to reach 5,769, an impressive 205 percent increase over the 2000 figure. The base data
is derived from the 2000 Census. Population projections for El Paso County and the State of Texas
contained in this report were derived from information provided by the Texas State Data Center
(TXSDC) for 2007 population estimates for El Paso County and the Village of Vinton. The Texas
Water Development Board provided population estimates for the Village of Vinton.

Table 1.2 Population Projections 2000 to 2025

Year Vinton* Percent El Paso | Percent Texas Percent
Change County**| Change Change

2000 1,892 679,622 20,851,820

2008 3,200 69% 749,721 10.3% 22 556,054 8.2%

2010 3,708 96% 804,087 18.3% 24,330,612 7.9%

2020 5,769 205% | 959,669 12.3% 28,005,788 7.1%

* Population for Vinton: 2000 Census, Population Estimate from Texas Water Development Board

** Population for El Paso County: 2000 Census, 2007 Population Estimate from Texas State Data Center,
2010-2025 Population Estimates use growth rate estimated for El Paso County by Texas State Date Center .5
[Migration Scenario. |

Growth-Nongrowth Patterns

Population growth, which is expected to continue at its current rate, is estimated to add an
additional 2,500 residents to Vinton by 2020. Park facilities must be developed on a cycle that
addresses this increased demand. Tables 6.3 and 6.4 (see page 27) illustrate the need for Vinton
Neighborhood and Community Park acreage, respectively, as the community grows over the next
25 years.

Environment

The dense brush habitat and wetlands found in this region of Texas provide feeding, nesting, and
cover habitat for a large variety of wildlife species. The area supports an abundance of neotropical
migratory songbirds, mammals, snakes, lizards, and salamanders.
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II. GOALS & OBJECTIVES

The Vinton Parks & Open Space Master Plan recognizes the need for a comprehensive plan that
continues to enhance the quality of life for residents and visitors to Vinton. The redevelopment of
existing parks and planning for future open space creates the need to develop a long-range strategic
plan and implementation program that considers current needs, shifting demands and multiple
uses. The time period of the Parks and Open Space Master Plan is ten (10) years.

Each park must be designed to have its own unique landscape character. Diversity in design should
be encouraged by the planners and designers, to create a unique sense of place for the
neighborhood and to continually expand diversity in the landscape. As the parks system landscape
evolves and develops over time, the identity of Mercedes will be further reinforced and increasingly
appreciated by its citizens and visitors.

The following goals and objectives have been established for the Parks System and were developed
from previous comprehensive and park planning efforts and from meetings with the citizens of
Vinton, Village of Vinton staff and the Vinton City Council.

A. To provide a variety of safe recreational experiences that provide appeal to all segments
of the population of Vinton and its visitors
e Expand the range of recreational opportunities available to persons of all ages and
abilities.
o Limit obstacles to the physically challenged and the elderly.
o Segregate age groups by facility design to enhance the sense of security in
all parks and open spaces.
Coordinate recreational programs with school curricula.
Develop joint facilities and maintenance agreements in conjunction with schools.
Coordinate cultural programs of interest to visitors and senior citizens.
Acecess existing parks utilizing Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
methods.

B. To enhance the physical attractiveness and improve the urban environment of Vinton by
developing parks and open space amenities.

e Inthe South Planning Zone, develop Community Park in conjunction with school
district.

o Design Parks with sustainability in mind.

e Improve maintenance and enhance the appearance of city parks, arroyos, and
drainage basins.

o Train Village of Vinton Public Works employees and volunteers with
respect to maintenance protocols and schedules.

C. To protect the natural resources of Vinton by preserving those resources.
Integrate arroyos and drainage basins into the park system to expand park resources.
Implement energy efficient lighting and watering systems throughout the parks.
Utilize natural features to create unique recreation opportunities for Vinton’s citizens
and visitors.
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D. Increase private sector involvement in developing and maintaining parks and open
spaces.
Develop an Adopt-A-Park program to build neighborhood support for local park
Expand private sector support of park development and clean-up activities.

Increase the use of native plant materials and xeriscape to reduce maintenance and
irrigation costs.

Encourage the planting of trees in parks and along streets.

Encourage the joint development of open spaces by private interests and public
agencies which provide additional recreational and open space opportunities.
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III. PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

In June 2009, Parkhill Smith and Cooper, Inc., with Pemberton Professional Services, LLC as sub-
consultants, was hired to conduct and prepare the Parks and Open Space Master Plan for the
Village of Vinton. Master Plan development is a comprehensive process that identifies the
problem, incorporates relevant findings from previous and current studies in its solutions, engages
the community throughout the process to seek their input and feedback, and provides clear and
measurable outcomes and recommendations.

Master plans by their nature, consider problems and opportunities from a range of perspectives
and provide a focused action plan. They provide conceptual, high level planning ideas rather than
detailed resolution, and incorporate flexibility to encourage innovation and creative solutions

The 2009 Parks & Open Space Master Plan follows the general guidelines for local park master
plans established by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). The process in preparing
the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan consisted of a three phase process.

Phase 1 Needs Assessment

1. Interviews with key Village of Vinton staff

2, Citizen survey

3. Public input meetings

4. Public input through Tree Board Meetings

5. Inventory/supply analysis (includes developed and undeveloped park land)
6. Facility standards analysis, including park service areas.

Phase 2 Goals and QObjectives

1. Parks and Recreation Service Goals

2. Recommendation for Indoor and Outdoor recreation priorities by Zone
3. Cursory review of operating policies

Phase 3 Action Plan and Implementation Strategies

1. Opinions of probable cost

2. Implementation time line

3. Funding source identification

4. Operating and Maintenance Cost estimates

STAKEHOLDER AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

The primary source of research for this Parks & Open Space Master Plan was an extensive
municipal public consultation process. This integral component of the planning process gives
strong credibility to the Plan which incorporated comments and recommendations from residents.

Community Needs Assessment Survey
» 52 Households responded or approximately 25% of the homes in Vinton
+ The response was generally positive, with a great amount of support for acquisition of new
park land and development of new passive and active recreational amenities. Refer to page
26.
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Public Input Meeting

On July 9, 2009 a public meeting was held to discuss the Master Plan process and time line. The
concepts of park classifications and facility standards were introduced and public input was taken
on what kinds of recreational amenities were needed in Vinton.

City Council Meetings

On August 18, 2009, the Vinton City Council held a public hearing to discuss the Parks and Open
Space Master Plan. At this meeting, the City Council provided feedback to use three planning zones
and six (6) acres per 1,000 population as the standard for this Master Plan. The discussion also
included potential projects for various parts of town, population projections and the results of the
citizen survey. On September 15, 2009, the Vinton City Council held a second public hearing to
discuss the Parks and Open Space Master Plan. On November 17, 2009, the Vinton City Council
passed a resolution adopting this plan.

The methodology includes seven major steps shown in the flowchart below:

Figure 3.1: Master Plan Process

Phase I: Needs Assessment
Public Input:

® Interviews with key staff

®  Public Input Meeting (July 2009)

e (Citizen Survey

® Tree Board

® City Council Meetings (August & September 2009)
Analysis:

® Inventory
®  Facility Standards
® Demographics: 2000 Census & Projections

Phase II Goals & Objectives

®  Parks and Recreation Service Goals

®  Priority Recommendations By District
® Review of Operating Policies

Phase III Action Plan & Implementation
®  Opinions of Probable Cost

Implementation Timeline

Funding Source Identification

Operating and Maintenance Cost estimates
Adoption & Implementation by City Council

PPS
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IV. AREA AND FACILITY CONCEPTS AND STANDARDS

This step involved a comparison of Vinton's existing park facilities to standards which are a
modified version of the standards published by the National Recreation & Park Association
(NRPA). Acreage standards and facility standards, based upon population numbers, were analyzed
for an objective review of the Mercedes park system.

The adequacy of existing parks, recreation facilities and open spaces can be evaluated by comparing
the needs of the present and forecasted populations of Vinton to specific goals and standards. The
most common standards for park planning guidelines are the published standards by the National
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). As mentioned earlier, the NRPA recognizes the
importance of establishing and using park and recreation standards as:

1. A national expression of minimum acceptable facilities for the citizens of urban and rural
communities.

2. A guideline to determine land requirements for various kinds of park and recreation areas and
facilities.

3. A basis for relating recreation needs to spatial analysis within a community wide system of parks
and open space areas.

4. One of the major structuring elements that can be used to guide and assist regional development.
5. A means to justify the need for parks and open space within the overall land use pattern of a
region or community.

One of the purposes of this Master Plan is to provide the Village of Vinton with locally determined
park and recreation space standards that are applicable for planning, acquisition, and development
of parks, recreation, and open space lands. These standards should be viewed as a guide.
They address minimum, not maximum, goals to be achieved. (Recreation, Park and
Open Space Standards and Guidelines, p. 11). The standards are to be combined with conventional
wisdom and industry judgment relating to specific local needs.

The Village of Vinton will be adopting a modified version of the standards published by the
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) to create a local guideline to determine land
and facility requirements for various kinds of park and recreation needs at the community level.
This section includes a comparison of Vinton to locally established standards based upon park
acreage per population and facilities per population.

Park Classification System

Park Types

Neighborhood Park
1. Definition Summary: A neighborhood park, by size, program and location, provides
space and recreation activities for the immediate neighborhood in which it is located. It is

considered an extension of neighborhood residents' "out-of-yard" and outdoor use area.

2. Size Objectives: One (1) acres to fifteen (15) acres.

m Page 13 of 50 i e L2
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3. Service Area Objectives: Generally a one-half (1/2 ) mile to a one and one-half mile
radius (1.5), but to be further defined by arterial street patterns which form the limits of
neighborhood or recreation service area. Population served may range from 1,000 and up to
5,000. Vinton has adopted the NRPA Service Standard for Neighborhood Parks at 1 acre per
1,000.

4. Location Objectives: Centrally located for equitable pedestrian access within a definable
neighborhood service area. In instances where the park is from 2 to 5 acres it is
recommended that it be next to or adjoining or adjacent to an elementary, middle school or
high school, or fire station/library, if possible.

5. Program Objectives: Compatible with the neighborhood setting and park site
constraints. May include the following, which are determined with public input as to use
and activities:

a. Limited Parking if any

b. Restrooms

c. Bike racks

d. Tot Lot/ Children's Play Area

e. Family Event/Group Picnic Facility

f. Informal Family Picnic Area with Benches & Tables

g. Unstructured Turf Grass Play Area/play or Practice Field for Children, Young Adults
& Families.

h. Sport Facilities - Compatible with Neighborhood Setting & Park Site Constraints.
1) Basketball: half court, full court or tri-court configuration
2) Volleyball area
3) Softball field/soccer practice or game overlay
4) Other features as needs or site conditions allow
5) Skateboard Areas

Orientation: Serves all age groups, with an emphasis on youth and families in neighbor-hood
settings.

Function: To provide a combination of active recreation and passive activities, both out-door
and indoor facilities, and special features as required or needed.

PPS
m Page 14 of 50 Pt i e L1



K(*}J

2009 Parks & Open Space & Trail Master Plan

Neighborhood Parks remain the fundamental element of the park system, serving as the
recreational and social focus of the neighborhood. Neighborhood Parks are developed for
recreational activities for those living within the immediate area.

Typical Neighborhood Park Elements
Active Uses Passive Uses
Multipurpose Ball Fields Nature Study Areas
Volleyball Courts Seating Areas/ Pavilions
Basketball Courts Cultural Activities Facilities
Tennis Courts Gardens
Archery Ranges Open Spaces/Fields
Playgrounds Individual/Group Picnic Areas
Handball Courts Trails
Open Spaces/Fields
Horseshoe Pits
Swimming Pools
Skate park

Community Park

1.

Definition Summary: A Community Park, by size, program and location, provides space
and recreation activities for a defined service area, the entire city or significant
geographic segment of the city's population.

Size Objectives: Approximately 15 acres up to 99 acres.

Service Area Objectives: Generally a 2 to 5 mile radius. The Village of Vinton has
adopted the NRPA service standard for Community Parks at 5 acres per 1,000.

Location Objectives: Centrally located if planned to serve a particular geographic
segment of the city. Located adjoining or immediately adjacent to a collector street
providing community-wide vehicular access, reducing neighborhood traffic impacts.
Connected with off-street community trail and bike lane system whenever possible.
Adjoining or adjacent to an elementary, middle or high school, library, police and fire
facilities if possible.

Program Objectives: Compatible with the community setting and park site constraints.
May include the following facilities:

a. Off-street parking calculated to satisfy demand of park and recreation activities
provided. Includes bike racks and public transit station at the site and both on-site
and street parking.

b. Restrooms

1) Should accommodate the level of park and recreation activities provided and
number of people served and at a minimum include:
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a. for male restrooms 2 water closets
4 urinals
4 lavatories

b. for female restrooms 6 water closets
4 lavatories

Restrooms should be located within a reasonable walking distance from
children's play equipment and other high-use areas at one or more sites.

c. Community Recreation Center

d. Park Maintenance & Equipment Storage Building

e. Tot Lot/Children's Play Areas

f. Picnic Shelters

g. Picnic Facilities

h. Sport/recreation facility fulfilling the overall city demand.

Appropriate program elements include:

1. Community Pool/Water Feature

2. Soccer Fields

3. Softball, Little League Baseball, Junior Pony League Baseball

4. Football

5. Roller Hockey/Skate Board Area

6. Tennis courts

7. Basketball courts

8. Amphitheater/Performing Arts and Pavilions

9. Volleyball (indoor and outdoor)

10. Jogging Trails/Tracks

11. Other facilities as desirable and park site plan permissible

12. Concessions (Food and Beverage)

PPS
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Orientation: Multi-purpose service area or a community-wide recreation/ resource serving most
or all of the population.

Function: Provides opportunities for indoor and outdoor recreation of a diverse mix of uses and
experiences, including walking and bicycling, outdoor performances, various programmed and
non-programmed field sports, swimming, and special events.

Typical Community Park Elements
Active Uses Passive Uses
Ball Fields Nature Study Areas
Volleyball Courts Seating Areas/ Pavilions
Basketball Courts Cultural Activities Facilities
Tennis Courts Gardens
Archery Ranges Open Spaces/Fields
Playgrounds Individual/Group Picnic Areas
Handball Courts
Open Spaces/Fields
Horseshoe Pits
Swimming Pools
Skate park
Shuffleboard Courts
Hike and Bike Trails

Metropolitan Park

Metropolitan parks are large park facilities that serve several communities. They range in size
from 100-499 acres and serve the entire city. The metropolitan park is a natural area or
developed area for a variety of outdoor recreation such as ball fields, playgrounds, boating,
fishing, swimming, camping, picnicking, and trail systems. The service standard for this park is
5 acres per 1,000 population. The Village of Vinton has opted not to include this
classification at this time due to its relatively small population. It is possible that this
classification will be added in the next 10-year plan.

Regional Park
Regional parks are very large multi-use parks that serve several communities within a particular
region. They range in size from 500 acres and above and serve those areas within a one hour
driving distance. The regional park provides both active and passive recreation, with a wide
selection of facilities for all age groups. They may also include areas of nature preservation for
activities such as sight-seeing, nature study area, wildlife habitat, and conservation areas.

Special Use Park

1. Definition Summary: A Special Use Park is often designed as a revenue-generating
enterprise created to satisfy the demand for a particular sport, recreational activity or special
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event. A Special Use Park may also be a sports park combined with enterprise activities and
administered as a community recreation resource.

2. Size Objective: The actual size is determined by land availability and facility market
demand for special uses or recreation programs.

3. Service Area Objectives: Community or area-wide and determined by the type of
recreation program, special events or use activities.

4. Location Objectives: Determined by the property opportunity, service area and size
objectives.

5. Program Objectives: Special Use Parks require facility programming, which is user- or
market-driven and based on community needs or economic and service principles for public
and private partnerships. The magnitude and type of special use facilities may include but are
not limited to:

a. Water Play Park

b. Amphitheater

c. Festival /Swap Meet/ Farmers Market

d. League Individual Sports Complex

e. Fitness Entertainment Center

f. Skateboard In-line Hockey Park

g. Recreation Programs & Classes

Orientation: Provides recreation programming, sports and special event attractions and activities
for all age groups.

Function: Special events, fairs, festivals, expositions, symposiums, sports, community gatherings,
ethnic/cultural celebrations, plays and numerous other recreational programs and activities.

Space, Design & Service Area: The minimum size for special parks varies depending on
intended use and programming.

The Special Use Parks classification covers a wide range of parks and recreation facilities oriented
toward single-purpose use. Special Use Parks generally fall into three categories: (1) special event
facilities; (2) passive recreation facilities; (3) specialized sport facilities.

ical Special Use Park Elements
Special Event Facilities Passive Recreation Specialized Sport
Facilities Facilities
Performing Arts Parks Community Centers Tennis Centers
Theaters Community Senior Centers Skate park
Amphitheaters Arboretums Softball/Baseball Complexes
Marinas Sports Stadiums
Gardens Hockey Arenas
Z00s Golf Courses
Nature Centers Aquatic Parks
Museums/Historical Areas Football Stadium
Soccer Stadium
And other sport facilities

psg
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School-Park

1.

Definition Summary: By combining the resources of two public agencies, the school park
classification allows for expanding the recreation, social and educational opportunities available
to the public in an efficient and cost-effective manner.

Depending on the circumstances, school-park sites often complement other public recreation or
open lands. As an example, an elementary/middle school site could also serve as a
neighborhood park.

Likewise, middle or high school sports facilities could do double duty as a community park or as
youth athletic fields. Depending on its size, one school-park site may serve in a number of
capacities, such as a neighborhood park, youth athletic fields, and a location for recreation
classes. Given the inherent variability of type, size and location, determining how a school-park
site is integrated into the park system will depend on case-by-case circumstances. The
important outcome in the joint-use relationship is that both the school district and the park
system benefit from shared use of facilities and land area.

. Size Objective: The optimum size of a school-park depends on its intended use. The size

criteria established for Neighborhood Park and Community Park classifications may apply.

. Service Area Objectives: Neighborhood Park and Community Park classifications criteria

should be used to determine school-park functions and area served. For planning purposes, the
degree to which school lands, including buildings or facilities, meet community needs depends
on the specific interlocal agreements formed.

Location Objectives: The location of a school-park site will be determined by the school
district based on district policy. Coordinated city and school district planning allows for siting,
acquisition and facility development to be responsive to community needs. Service areas for
school-park sites will depend on the type of use and facilities provided.

. Program Objectives: The criteria established for neighborhood parks and community parks

should be used to determine how a school-park site is developed and programmed. Where
feasible, if athletic fields are developed at a school-park site, they should be oriented toward
youth rather than adult programs.

Establishing a clearly defined joint-use agreement between involved agencies is critical to
making school-park relationships workable. This is particularly important with respect to
acquisition, development, maintenance, liability, use, and programming of facilities issues.

The orientation of school-park projects is typically for neighborhood and community recreation
services. The functions may include sports, recreation classes, passive recreation
activities and other recreation programs suitable to an elementary, middle or secondary
education school. School-Parks serve the recreational needs of neighborhoods or large areas
within the community. The school-park service area is generally consistent with the established
population services design standard for the school.

PPS
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School-parks accommodate recreation programs, sports activities and specialized recreation
functions.

Typical School-Park Elements
Active Uses Passive Uses
Ball Fields Nature Study Areas
Volleyball Courts Seating Areas/ Pavilions
Basketball Courts Cultural Activities Facilities
Tennis Courts Gardens
Running & Jogging Tracks Open Spaces/Fields
Playgrounds Individual/Group Picnic Areas
Handball Courts Dance Spaces
Soccer Fields Performance Arts Facilities
Gym Facilities Recreation Classrooms
Swimming Pools Festival Spaces
Handball Courts

The preceding park classification models are provided to assist the department with a graphic
definition of the size and character of each park classification used in this document. Actual design
and configuration of new facilities will be influenced by property size, topography, surrounding
land uses and design criteria for the specific park to be developed. The park design criteria should
consider specific needs of the population within a given service area. Standards for park design
should be carefully followed to ensure quality of facilities and recreation program services for each
park.

Trail & Pathway Classifications

Pedestrians, bicyclists and users of various other non-motorized transportation modes need safe,
convenient and direct routes linking neighborhoods with schools, and, parks. The ultimate goal is
for residents of all age groups and skill levels to have the opportunity to travel on a wide variety of
trails to reach destinations within and outside of the city.

The Master Park System Plan provides the framework for the establishment, growth and
maintenance of a citywide trail system that will include linkages to trail systems for access to
neighborhoods, schools and parks. In conjunction with the city's Transportation Plan, and various
other municipal policies, the trail designations and classifications shall be included in, and are an
integral part of the Master Park System Plan.

Types of Trails Standards for various types of trail, bikeway and path facilities.

Paved Class I Shared Use Paths: are provided to accommodate non-motorized wheel and
pedestrian use. These are often located within a designated greenbelt and/or utility corridor.
The need to accommodate multiple users requires a width of 10 to 14 feet, with 2-foot shoulders
and a minimum 10-foot height clearance.
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Class II Bike Lanes: are associated with roadways. Class II bike lanes are defined by
standards as having a minimum 5 foot width-one foot wider than AASHTO minimums.

Class Ill Bike Routes (Shared Route): usually involve a combination of a wide curb lane (13-
14 feet in width) and designation as a bicycle route. Shared Use Soft Surface Trails: are designed
for a 6 to 10-foot trail width, and are intended for predominantly recreation use.

Local Soft Surface Trails: are intended for areas with a less intense use. Intended to
preserve the natural setting in which it is located, local soft surface trails are narrower and have
somewhat tighter design clearances, appropriate for pedestrian and limited mountain-bike use.

Local Paved Path: are often narrower (4 to 6 feet) than a typical Class I trail, these facilities
are intended to have the same general design specifications for shoulders, grade and sight
distance as other paved facilities.

Hillside Connection Trails: are trails intended to provide pedestrian access along steep
terrain. These are narrower facilities (3 to 6 feet) with gravel or wood mulch surfaces. Due to
steeper grades, these paths may not be suitable for persons with disabilities or for all types of
bicycles.

Neighborhood Paths: are intended for locations alongside roadways. They may be either a
paved or soft-surface facility. Generally not intended for bicycle use, these facilities should have
at least a 5-foot lateral separation from the roadway, although more is much preferred.

Diversity and Adaptability

Diversity is essential to quality of life and health. Parks can provide a dramatically diverse range of
experiences; therefore a variety of landscapes should be encouraged. There are opportunities for
additional special-use facilities within the open space system. Examples include:

Mountain bike park
Spray parks
Motorized Trail
Nature Park

Dog Park

Additionally, a range of experiences could be included in parks within walking proximity to home
including manicured turf and treed parks for passive and active recreation, constructed naturalized
landscapes, forests with soft surfaced pathways and for observing wildlife, active tot lots with play
equipment and seating for parents, secluded seating areas, water play, and spaces that encourage
social interaction. Not all experiences are feasible and depending on park size and space available,
one or two experiences together with related amenities could be incorporated. Bio-diversity is key
to reducing long-term maintenance costs, increasing habitat area and quality while improving
opportunities for direct contact with nature.

Sustainability

The open space system including public parks, natural areas, river bottom lands and future
developed parks are valuable natural assets that require innovative strategies, new design
directions, and comprehensive management in order to be sustainable in the long term.
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There are two guiding principles related to sustainability. The first principle relates to the role of
parks in sustainable planning. Interconnected parks and pathways create healthy communities.
The second principle relates to long term parks sustainability. Ongoing maintenance of existing
parks inventory with decreased municipal funding has become a significant challenge.
Incorporating a variety of landscapes in the parks system by providing a balance of manicured and
naturalized landscapes is a more sustainable approach to addressing long term maintenance issues.
As an example, constructed natural landscapes require far less maintenance and irrigation after the
initial establishment period.

Naturalized park landscapes can reduce dependency on pesticides through bio-diversity principles.
Multi-use parks designed to include attractive wetlands or ponds have become highly sought-after
community amenities and provide added value by contributing to surface and ground water
quality. Natural areas prone to erosion and vegetation damage from over-use require protection
from inappropriate activity in order to be sustainable for future generations. Lastly, special
landscapes such as unique habitats, natural areas and heritage landscapes require on-going,
proactive protection and management for future sustainability.

Safety and Security

Safety and security for all users of the open space system are important considerations in the
design, implementation and management of the plan. Incorporating Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design (CPTED) strategies in parks planning aims to reduce fear and the incidence
of crime. Research indicates that by changing or managing the physical environment to produce a
behavioral effect that will reduce the incidence and fear of crime, inappropriate behavior is
reduced. Incorporating design principles that make it more difficult to carry out inappropriate
behavior can be achieved through a number of strategies that include fostering resident/user
interaction, vigilance and control over their neighborhood; maximizing the ability to spot
suspicious people and activities; encouraging the intended use of public space by residents;
identifying ownership by delineating private space from public space, using physical barriers, etc to
restrict entry; designing an environment that takes into account the surrounding environment and
minimizes the use of space by conflicting groups; and ensuring that buildings and areas are clean,
well-maintained, and graffiti-free. CPTED strategies can be applied to all park and amenity spaces
including river valley parks.

Identity and Character

Parks play a vital role in contributing to visual aesthetics, a sense of place, and quality of life. A
“Made-in-Vinton” open space development plan should build on these excellent local examples,
and be guided by the principles of accessibility, connectivity, diversity, sustainability and safety and
security.

m Page 22 of 50 e i 10



&) 2009 Parks & Open Space & Trail Master Plan

Outdoor Amenity and Facility Standards.

During the Master Planning process, the Village of Vinton and its consultants compared facility
standards from four other border communities in Texas, including:

= Mercedes
= Harlingen
= McAllen

= Laredo

In addition, the National Recreation and Park Association standards were also reviewed. Following
are the Outdoor Recreation Amenity Standards as adopted by the Village of Vinton:

Amenity Standard is 1 per # population
Picnic Table 600
Playground 1,000
Basketball Court 4,000
Soccer Field 5,000
Baseball Field 5,000
Softball Field 5,000
Volleyball Court 5,000
Multipurpose Court 5,000
Skate Park 5,000
Spray Park 5,000
1 Mile of Paved Trail 5,000

PPS
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FACILITY STANDARDS -INDOOR RECREATION

Indoor Rec. Ctr. Should Serve 30,000

AMENITY Recommended Sq. Ft. »
Gymnasium w/ Equip. Storage 8,200
Auxillary Gym/Rental Hall 4,800
Small Meeting Room 900
Computer Lab 1,200
Arts & Crafts Room 800
Lg. Meeting Room/Multipurpose Room 2,000
Exercise Room 1,200
Game Room 800
Reading Lounge 400
Total Indoor Recreation Facility® 22,500
Indoor Soccer (field 60 X 100 yds) 64,800

Includes administrative areas, mechanical and electrical space as well as common area such as
restrooms and hallways.

% _
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V. INVENTORY OF AREAS AND FACILITIES

The Village of Vinton provided the following inventory for the Parks and Recreation System.

Village Hall Park—z2 acres located in the Central Planning Zone
e Four playground hoppers
Four covered benches

Mariposa Park--.25 acres located in the Northern Planning Zone
Undeveloped

Neighborhood Park--Arcelor Mittal site—12 acres located in the Northern Planning
Zone
Undeveloped
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VI. NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND IDENTIFICATION

As mentioned earlier, the Phase I Needs Assessment was an integral part of the planning process.
The Needs Assessment included Demand Based Needs analysis and Standards Based Needs
analysis. Below are the components of the Needs Assessment:

Phase I: Needs Assessment

Public Input (Demand Based):
® Interviews with key staff

®  Public Input Meeting

®  (Citizen Survey

®  Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

®  City Council Meetings (April & May 2008)
Analysis:

®  Tnventory
®  Facilitv Standards (Standard Based)

Public Input (Demand Based Needs)

Interviews

The consultant team interviewed key staff and community leaders to gather insight into the park
and recreation needs for Vinton. These individual meetings indicated a great desire for acquisition
of new park land south of Vinton Road as well as the development of Mariposa Park and the 12-
acre site next to Arcelor Mittal.

Citizen Survey
To gauge public support for new park land and recreation facilities, a citizen survey, conducted in

English and Spanish, was distributed in July and August 2009. The survey included a space for the
respondents to indicate the planning quadrant in which they live. A total of 52 surveys,
representing more than one in every six households in Vinton, were returned with the following
breakdown:

Forty (77%) were completed in English

Twelve (23%) were completed in Spanish

Fifteen were completed for the North Zone

Thirty-One were completed for the Central Zone

Four were completed for the South Zone

Two were completed without the Zone being identified

All of the outdoor amenities were rated highly.
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TABLE 6.1 Citizen Survey Rating of Qutdoor Recreation Amenities

Outdoor Amenities

It is no surprise that the citizens of Vinton rated the needs for outdoor recreation facilities so
highly. As seen on page 20, the inventory of park and recreation facilities in Vinton is sparse,
including four playground hoppers and four covered benches. As seen in the photo below, in the
absence of community facilities, some residents have erected basketball goals and are using paved
streets as the basketball court. This provides a significant safety hazard.
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It is no surprise that the citizens of Vinton rated the needs for indoor recreation facilities so highly.
As seen on page 20, the inventory of Village owned park and recreation facilities in Vinton includes
no indoor recreational facilities.

However, the local school district does have computer labs, a library and indoor gymnasium. But
these facilities are currently only available to children attending that school during normal school
hours. And the library only provides age appropriate books for elementary school aged children.
Thus, adults in Vinton have to travel to another community to utilize a library. The citizens have
expressed a desire for the indoor recreation amenities below and the Village of Vinton could seek
an interlocal agreement with the local school district to make these existing facilities available to
the community.

TABLE 6.2: Citizen Survey Rating of Indoor Recreation Amenities

Indoor Recreation

*Jllrlll

City Council Meetings

On August 18t and September 15th, 2009 the Vinton City Council held a public hearing to discuss
the Parks and Open Space Master Plan. At this meeting, the City Council provided feedback to use
six (6) acres per 1,000 population as the standard for this Master Plan. The six acres are to be
comprised of 1 acre of neighborhood parkland and 5 acres of community parkland. The discussion
also included potential projects for various parts of town, population projections and the results of
the citizen survey.

Standard Based Needs
As mentioned above the Village of Vinton has adopted a standard of 6 acres of parkland per 1,000

population. Tables 6.3 and 6.4 provide the surplus and deficit of parkland based on the population
projections that were presented in the Introduction.
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Table 6.3 Neighborhood Park Needs

Recommended Standard - 1.0 acres per 1,000 population
Current Acreage/Ratio— 14.25 acres/4.45 acres per 1,000 population

Year Population Recomm.ended Surp.l us/(Deficit)
Standard (in acres) in acres

2000 1,892 1.89 a1

2009 3,200 3.2 11.05

The Village of Vinton is currently exceeding its standard for Neighborhood Parkland. However, the
vast majority of the parkland is undeveloped. The Village of Vinton is currently deficient by 16
acres of Community Parkland.

Table 6.4 Community Park Needs

Recommended Standard - 5.0 per 1,000 population
Current Acreage/Ratio— 0 acres / 0 acres per 1,000 L)gpulation

Year Population Recomm.ended Surp}us/ (Deficit)
Standard (in acres) in acres

2000 1,892 9.46 (9.46)

2007 3,200 16.0 (16.0)

Facility Standards and Inventory Deficiencies

As illustrated on pages 21-22, the City of Mercedes has adopted facility standards for both Outdoor
and Indoor Recreation amenities. The inventory, depicted on page 20, provides a “snapshot” of the
variety of facilities currently in the park and recreation system. As seen in Table 6.5, the Village of
Vinton is deficient in following amenities:

Table 6.5: Park & Recreation Deficiencies Based on Facility Standards
Current

Facility Deficiency
Competitive Soccer Field 1
Competitive Softball Field 1
Competitive Baseball Field 1
Volleyball Courts 1
Large Pavilions 1
Basketball Court 1
Playground 3
Picnic Tables 2
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As mentioned earlier, if the Village is able to successfully negotiate joint use agreements with the
local school districts, more facilities will be available to the public, thus reducing the stated
deficiencies.

The recommendations in the next section reflect the synthesis of public input, the existing goals
stated earlier and the adopted Facility Standards and Park Facility Inventory.

~
B

f
i
H
3

m Page 30 of 50



\&) 2009 Parks & Open Space & Trail Master Plan

VII. PLAN IMPLEMENTATION AND PRIORITIZATION OF NEEDS

FUTURE PARK DEVELOPMENT
Recommendations regarding future park development are based on the following:

e Responding to suggestions and feedback from stakeholders, Village administration and the
Community Needs Assessment;

e Analysis of socio-demographic variables including age, socioeconomic status, population
density, etc.;
Recognizing the need for flexibility and choice;
Relating the supply of land and its function to the population it serves within a geographically
defined area;
Creating logical connections and filling gaps in the existing system;
Providing a balance of new park development in all areas of the city.

Recommendations for future park development are also based on related studies and plans
developed concurrently with the Parks & Open Space Master Plan. Pathways are a major
component of park development that provide the necessary pedestrian access, circulation and
connection in the park system. Pathways help deliver the experience and give the park character.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS
General recommendations for future park development are in four categories:

1. Key Parkland Acquisitions
2. Park Upgrades/Renovations
3. Special Use Areas

4. Preservation Areas

Key Parkland Acquisitions
Increasing development away from existing parks will require acquisition of neighborhood park

land. In addition, acquisition of new Community park land acreage in the Northwest Quadrant is
critical to providing space for larger organized activities such as athletics as well as for a potential
new indoor recreation center. Refer to the map for the Northwest Quadrant to view two potential
locations for a proposed Community Park and Sports Complex. In addition, parkland acquisition
has been identified in the Northeast Quadrant for a Nature Park to create a wetland and restore
native wildlife and plant habitat.

Acquisition Criteria

e Acquisition of 15 acres for a Community Park;

e Acquisition of .25 to 1 acre for a small pocket park (Mariposa 2) to serve the neighborhood
south of Vinton Road.
Acquisition of parkland to develop logical connections and enhance the park system;
Acquisition of additional open space to support expansion of passive, nature-oriented
recreation activities (i.e. walking, nature appreciation, picnicking, non-programmed open
space, etc.);
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YEAR 2010

To meet the locally adopted standard of 6.0 acres per 1,000 population for a projected population
of 3,708 in 2010, the City would need to acquire approximately 8 acres. This need can be
accomplished with the land acquisition identified in Southern planning zone.

Additionally, the opportunities for joint-use sites and facilities with the local school districts
provide a tremendous dual-use of public facilities. Through creative joint-use agreements with the
school districts, both entities can expand recreational variety and opportunities throughout the
entire community while maximizing the citizen tax dollars. Other opportunities could come from
working with the officials in adjacent municipalities, at the county level, and at the state level.

Park Upgrades
Analysis of recreation trends and community and stakeholder feedback confirms a satisfactory level

of parkland inventory to meet the land-based, active recreation needs in existing communities.
Other factors must be considered beyond the reliance on future parkland dedication to determine
future park needs and parkland distribution. The following alternatives can be considered to meet
current and future land-based recreation facility needs:

e Upgrade existing facilities (i.e. automated irrigation, energy efficient lighting, play facilities) at
Village Hall Park;

Develop Mariposa Park and the 12 acre site next to Arcelor Mittal;

Enhance access for multi use facilities (i.e. commuter pathways, parking lots);

Expand service areas to maximize use of facilities in all areas of the City; and

Use non-municipal resources to expand supply (i.e. the school district and El Paso County).

Special Use Areas
Special-use parks provide city-wide recreation opportunities that respond to distinctive site

circumstances, unique community needs, and provide unique programming opportunities for
specific user groups. Development of the following special-use park facilities are recommended:

e Pedestrian Trails utilizing the arroyos

Preservation Areas
Preservation areas are protected environmentally significant areas that are sensitive to human
activity. Preservation areas are established based on the following characteristics:

A parcel of land that contains ravines, rivers or drainage courses
Areas with a high concentration of wildlife habitat

Important natural or historical features

Regionally significant sites that exhibit unique natural resources
Heritage sites or historically significant areas

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Land and Water Resources Conservation and
Recreation Plan (2005) provides priorities for the different eco-regions in the state. Vinton and El
Paso County are located in the Trans-Pecos eco-region. Threats in this region are the lowest of
any ecoregion but include persistent drought and groundwater withdrawals that have damaged
many existing spring-associated communities. Expansion of human activities in the El Paso region
will negatively impact habitats in the surrounding region.
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The region is one of Texas’ botanically richest and most unique. Approximately one of every 12
plant species occur nowhere else in Texas. The Trans-Pecos supports three times the number of
rare plants than any other region. Much of the banks of the Rio Grande are choked with saltcedar,
making the protection of the rare patches of cottonwood-willow and velvet ash willow communities
important. Many springs and their associated cienegas and creeks contained numerous rare plants,
but most have dried out. Of the few springs that remain, only three are permanently conserved.

This region has the highest percentage of vertebrate species of concern. The bird, mammal and
insect faunas are rich and unique. Rare birds include the golden eagle, the common black hawk, elf
and flammulated owls, peregrine falcon, Montezuma quail and others. Mammals include the black-
tailed prairie dog, kit fox, desert bighorn, pronghorn antelope, Mexican black bear and the hooded
skunk. This is by far the most herpetologically diverse ecoregion. Species of concern include the
Chihuahuan mud turtle and the dunes sagebrush lizard.

According to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Land and Water Resources Conservation
and Recreation Plan (2005), the high desert grasslands, spring communities and riparian
woodlands along the Rio Grande need additional conservation action.

IMPLEMENTATION TIME LINE & STRATEGY

Priority-setting for future parkland development that optimizes quality recreational opportunities
is necessary to determine capital requirements and is based on whether the current supply will
meet future community needs.

It is recommended that an annual review to determine short, medium and long term priorities be
undertaken and that corresponding allocations be included in capital budgets. The following are
considered priorities to implement the Parks & Open Space Master Plan:

Introduce and Publicize Master Plan

Once the Parks & Open Space Master Plan is adopted by Council, the elements and
recommendations of the Plan must be shared City administration, special interest groups,
stakeholders, community organizations and the general public. A public roll-out strategy could
include presentations to the School District, churches as well as events where potential sponsors
and community leaders are introduced to the Plan. The Master Plan should be made available in its
entirety on the City website, when that becomes available.

Open Space Development in New Communities
It is recommended that the City continue to seize opportunities to acquire appropriate levels of
community parkland in new residential communities

Existing Community Open Space Development and Upgrading
Analysis of feedback from stakeholders, public open houses and the community needs assessment
have identified the following priorities for retrofit and upgrade facilities:

Funding Strategies And Programs

It is unlikely that any single source of funds can reasonably support the scope and breadth of
recommendations in the Parks and Open Space Master Plan. As stewards of public money,
municipalities today are faced with significant challenges when investing in infrastructure and
services related to growth. Today’s reality requires City Councils to develop fiscally responsible
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business plans together with sound project management policies when delivering programs and
services to taxpayers. Municipalities are exploring innovative means to finance necessary growth-
related infrastructure by leveraging limited public dollars with the private sector, developing
community partnerships, and implementing user fees and levies, among others, to limit the
financial burden on the taxpayer. Complementary to implementing the Parks and Open Space
Master Plan would be an integrated marketing strategy with an action plan to identify an
appropriate source and mix of funding to complete short and long term, small and large-price tag
priorities and that brands the Parks and Recreation program.

Funding Sources

1. General Fund

This is the primary source of funds for providing capital programs and improvements. The various
park grant programs that award matching funds to non-profit organizations and municipalities to
improve park facilities should be continued as a way to garner public support while stretching the
general fund dollars.

2. Bonds

An alternative funding source to the general fund, there are two types of bonds which are used and
have to be approved by referendum. General Obligation Bonds pay for projects which do not
produce sufficient revenue to cover the cost of bond financing such as streets, fire station, and some
park projects. Revenue Bonds finance projects that produce enough revenue to retire their debt
such as for a golf course or game field park projects. Bond programs are affected by the City’s bond
indebtedness, the City’s bond rating, the bond market conditions, and the types of other
improvements which are competing with proposed park projects.

3. Enterprise and Revenue Funds

These are accounts separate from the general fund that are set up for operations that generally pay
for themselves. These can be used for specific programs or activities such as recreation programs
or facility expansion to help offset operating costs.

4. User Fees

These are fees charged for the use of City park and recreation facilities. These fees provide a means
to collect from Mercedes park users and help offset some of the costs associated with the park
system such as maintenance and operation expenses.

5. Hotel/Motel Tax Revenue:

Revenue from municipal hotel occupancy tax may be used to promote or enhance tourism. This
includes acquisition of sites for and the construction, improvement, enlarging, equipping,
repairing, operation, and maintenance of convention center facilities or visitor information centers
or both. It also provides for promotional programs to attract tourists. The funds may be used to
promote and encourage the application of the arts and presentation, performance, execution, and
exhibition of major art forms. Historical restoration and preservation projects or activities or
advertising to attract tourists to historic sites or museums are included as well. There are
limitations on the percentage of Hotel-Motel Tax proceeds that may be used for historical
restoration.

PPS
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6. Public Improvement District (P.L.D.)

New developments and redevelopments of existing neighborhood can establish a Public
Improvement District (P.I.D.) When authorized by the City Council and legally set up according to
state law, this taxing district provides funds specifically for the operation and maintenance of
public amenities such as parks and major boulevards.

7. Grants
Grant programs provide funding from external sources other than municipal sources. The following
list identifies potential grant programs:

a. Texas Recreation and Parks Account (TRPA) Program - Texas Local Parks, Recreation,
and Open Space Fund, administered by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD).
Funds are available on a fifty percent (50%) cost share basis.

b. Office of Rural Community Assistance (ORCA). Funds may be utilized for a number of
community based projects including parks and recreation.

c. The Landscaping Cost Sharing Program, administered by the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT). Fifty percent (50%) cost sharing support is available for both
highway and pedestrian landscape projects on routes within the designated permanent state
highway system.

d. CDBG Funding;:

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Programs provide funding in accordance
with national objectives established by the U.S Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).

e. Private Foundations:
Private Foundations are required by law to give a set percentage of fund to charitable causes
each year. There are over 90,000 Foundations throughout the country.

f. Safe Routes to Schools:
Funds are available for projects that provide safe pedestrian and bicycle access to schools.

g. Private Park Foundations

Private donations may be received in the form of funds, land, facilities, recreation
equipment, art or in-kind services. Donations from local and regional businesses as
sponsors for events or facilities should be pursued.

8. Volunteerism — individuals and communities donate time to assist in the maintenance of a small
park or amenity (i.e. Adopt-a-Park).

9. Round-up Programs
A Voluntary Park and Library Fund is set up with an area on utility bills that allows residents to
contribute a certain amount each month to parks and recreation and/or library funds.
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10. Parks Improvement Trust Fund

A Mercedes Parks Improvement Trust Fund may be set up specifically for parks development. This
fund manages donations by service organizations, benevolent citizens, willed estates and other
donated sources. The purpose of this trust is to establish a permanent source of principle value that
will increase as donations occur. The principle value can never be decreased, however, the annual
interest can be used for park development.

11. Tax Increment Financing District (T.L.F)

T.LF. is a tool used by local governments to finance public improvements. When an area is
designated a T.I.F. reinvestment zone or district, the tax base is frozen at the current level. As
development occurs within the T.LF. district and, therefore, appraised values of property in the
zone increase, this increase in value, the tax increment, is captured. The tax increments are posted
to a special fund to finance improvements within the T.LF. district.

12. Joint Use Agreement / Cost Sharing

Joint use agreements and cost sharing for initial development, purchase of land, use of existing
land and facilities and maintenance and operation costs of facilities can be constructed to allow for
several entities paying and using the same facilities. Expanded joint use agreements with the school
district and private recreation providers should be pursued.

13. Local Sports Organizations
Local sports organizations provide a source of funds or labor for the funding and construction,
operation and maintenance of specific sports venues and amenities.

14. Privately Managed Enterprise

Privately managed businesses which operate in conjunction with parks and recreation programs
can provide another avenue to provide further recreation opportunities. For example: Concession
Management / Equipment Rentals — is a form of retail sales or rental of goods or consumable items
that can be contracted to the private sector and that could generate a revenue stream (ie, sidewalk
vendors, patios, food/drink dispensing machines, farmer’s markets, Concessions, Marinas, etc.

15. Corporate Sponsorships — invites corporations to invest in the development or enhancement of
new or existing facilities in both the parks and paths systems. Sponsorships are also often used for
programs and events.

16. Partnerships — are joint funding sources between two or more separate entities and could
include two levels of government, The City and a not for- profit agency (ie, service clubs), or the
City and private business, or a combination of all. Partners jointly develop facilities and may share
risks, operational costs, responsibilities, and asset management based on the strength and
weakness of each partner.

17. Fundraisers on various scales are also an option that can be directed to smaller price-tag
amenities. These programs can be marketed as “packaged donations” in pre-set denominations (i.e.
a $100 donation will buy “X”; a $500 donation will buy “Y”), together with a recognition program.

18. Naming Rights — establishing (if not currently in place) a policy to “sell” the naming rights for
new and existing parks, paths and associated amenity spaces.
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19. Advertising Sales - carefully managed and sensitive park signage and/or advertising space in
program guides, venues as well as other visible forms of promotion that expose the advertiser to a
large audience.
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Outdoor and Indoor Recreation Priorities

Table 7.1 provides a summary of high priority Outdoor Recreation needs by Planning Zone. These
recommendations are for improvements to take place during the first three years of the ten-year
Master Plan. The recommendations for outdoor recreation in the North Zone will provide for
development of Mariposa Park as well as the 12-acre site next to Arcelor Mittal. The arroyo in this
zone can be improved to provide a safe walking path to connect the parks to other parts of the
neighborhoods.

The recommendations for the Central Zone are for improvements and renovations to the Village
Hall Park for new playground equipment and an amphitheater. Acquisition of new parkland is
recommended to provide a “Mariposa 2” for the neighborhood south of Vinton Road. Included
should be a playground, picnic areas, a small pavilion, and park benches.

The recommendations for the South Zone are for the acquisition of 15 acres for a community

park near the elementary school. Included should be a playground, walking trail, pavilion, picnic
areas, basketball court, baseball field, t-ball field, softball field, soccer field. The arroyo in this
zone can be improved to provide a safe walking path to connect the school to other parts of the
neighborhoods.
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OUTDOOOR RECREATION PRIORITY RANKING- NORTH PLANNING ZONE

OPINION OF
DESIRED DESIRED DESIRED PROBABLE
PRIORITY| COMPLETION COMPLETION COMPLETION COSTPER | Qtyto Add or
ACTION RANK 1-3 YEARS 4-7 YEARS 8-10 YEARS UNIT Renovate FUNDING SOURCES
Playground 1 X 60,450 2 Bonds, Grants
Picnic Tables 2 X 2.000| 10 Bonds. Grants
Group Pavilion 3 X 15.000 1 Bonds. Grants

Page 39 of 50

* Cost of trail does not include $15,000 for pedestrian bridge to cross the arroyo on the Arcelor Mittal site.
Costs estimates do not reflect design detail. As more detail occurs, costs will vary.

The priorities above reflect recreational priorities only. In order to meet code requir
new recreation elements.

such as parking and resirooms will need to be developed along with any
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December 4, 2009

Ms. Jessica Garza
Clerk, Village of Vinton
436 E Vinton Road
Vinton TX 79821

Re: 2009 Master Plan Review

Dear Ms. Garza:

Our review of your parks and recreation master plan has been
completed. All of the standard requirements identified in the
“Park, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan Guidelines” have

been met.

The Village will now qualify for planning points under item two of
the Recreation Grant Project Priority Scoring System beginning
with the January 31, 2010 review.

Please contact me at 512-389-8322 if you have any questions.
The Department commends you and the Village for your planning
efforts.

Sincerely,

. . Y, -
) f; uffl& Wi ("/ék__/

Wendy Kovach
Local Park Grant Programs

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.






self-employed, and an additional forty-six (46) people are employed by federal, state, and local
government agencies.

Street Conditions

The Village of Vinton street system consists of U.S. Interstate Highway 10, State
Highway 20, Vinton Road and several local streets located within the community.

Streets are situated in an haphazard grid pattern which provide access to the Village.
All major arterials leading to and from the Village are in good condition while neighborhood
streets require paving. Because of their frequent use, unpaved private roads are a major
problem in Vinton. During the dry seasons they increase dust and during the rainy seasons
their muddy. Streets located within some residential areas are divided and prevent access to
certain areas of the community.

Transportation

This section briefly outlines the functional classification of the road system. Functional
classification means classifying streets according to amount and type of traffic that uses them..

The functional classification of the road system includes three categories: arterial,
collector and local. Arterial streets carry the heaviest loads of daily traffic. They are also the
best location for eommercial and industrial activities. The arterials-in Vinton include: U.S.
Interstate 10, State Highway 20 and Vinton Road. The collector streets, roads which bring
traffic from local to arterial streets are: Kiely Road, and Hemley Road. The remaining streets
within the town boundaries should be viewed as local streets and be used for residential OF
home occupation activities.

Regulations and Enforcement

The need for park space has been identified by residents at local Village meetings.
With the location of new commercial ventures in the Village, the need for park space will
increase. The type of park will largely be determined by community demand and developer
preference. ‘

A masterplan addressing a mix of landuse types should explore general alternatives for
park development within the Village. These may include private development and
development by the Village itself.

Since the Village does have ordinance-making authority, subdivision regulations,
building codes and zoning need to be regulated. Placement and quality of construction can be
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directly controlled by the Village. Mixed landuse affects the general appearance of the
community and may impact the placement of future development. Crowded lots, unskirted
mobile homes, and current mixed-use land can be addressed by community ordinances.

Growth Potential

Because the Village of Vinton was not identified as a Census Designated Place in 1980,
population changes from 1980 to 1990 were estimated using census tract data for the Upper
Valley. The Village of Vinton located in census tract 102.05 reported an increase of forty-seven
percent (47%) percent from 1980 to 1990.

The majority of these households are stable long-term residents, furthermore, the
Census trends are expected to continue their existing trend as indicated by recent community
survey results. The survey indicates that seventy-seven percent 77% of Vinton residents
expect to stay within the area. '

The community survey lists people per housing unit by tenure. This shows owner
occupied mobile homes throughout the Village to be more crowded than homes, with 3.07
versus 2.74 people per home.

The area in which Vinton is located is growing with an increasing high concentration of
Hispanic residents. The 1990 Census indicates that the Village of Vinton is composed of
approximately 68% Hispanic. The Village's population is concentrated between the ages of 1
to 10 and 21 to 40. Approximately 28% of the population is comprised of individuals between
the ages of 1 and 10 of which roughly 16 percent (16%) constitutes females.

Goals and Objectives

Community Goals and objectives for Vinton

GOAL No. 1: Provide for the recreation needs of Vinton residents.

OBJECTIVES:

a. Develop a small neighborhood park with facilities for pre-school age children.

b. Develop a park with recreation facilities for teenage youth and young adults.

C. Develop a multipurpose community center that can be used for group activities,

organization meetings, senior citizen programs, and recreation activities.



Plan Development Process

The comprehensive park plan is a joint effort of the Village of Vinton Council and
residents of Vinton. The process of preparing the comprehensive plan included the following
steps:

administer a household survey;

analyze the data/information gathered during the household survey;

update the community as to the progress of plan development;

develop conclusions and recommendations based on the data/information
gathered.

apopw

Area and Facility Concepts and Standards

The quality of life in a community is usually judged by the size, appearance and overall
quality of a community’s park and recreation system. In a community survey conducted by the
Village during the summer of 1995, several questions were asked regarding the need for park
facilities and the results indicated that local residents desired recreational facilitates for the
Village.

In developing this section of the park plan, it was determined that based on the
population of the Village, the allocation of space within the community would follow a form of
park standards (See AppendixA.). The facility development standards and park classification
for the community consist of the development of two types of parks (See Figure 2.) .

Neighborhood Parks

The first category consist of a sub-neighborhood park. Neighborhood parks should, as a rule,
be the minimum size park built in developing areas of town. They range from 0 to 5 acres and
are parks designed to serve the needs of a small community.

Community Parks

The community park are similar to neighborhood park facilities; however, they are larger and
may also include more sophisticated equipment. Community parks can be developed as
park/school joint parks.
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Access and Parking

All of the park and recreational facilities have access standards built into their location
criteria. However, parking should also be provided. Since most of the recreation facilities
discussed will located in a park | only parking guidelines for parks are presented. These
guidelines are illustrated in Figures 3. and 4.

Inventory of Areas & Facilities

The Village operates one partially improved mini park which is open on a year round
basis. The small park contains some benches and cooking grills. There are no other park
facilities located in the Village.

Needs Assessment & Identification

In 1994, The Village of Vinton and the Planning and Zoning commission approved the
implementation of a community wide survey. This document identified the need for park space
within the municipality. The development standards identified in the park needs portion of this
report were coordinated with this document.

The estimated amount of park acreage that the Village will need by the year 2010 have
been calculated. These figures can be found in Appendix A. The figures identify the planning
area and the estimated number of acres required.

The major findings from the Resident Survey and public interviews/meetings that
directly influence the future provision of parks and recreation within the Village’s
planning area include:

*» the number of activities that residents regularly participate in.

» the recreational activities that Village residents participate in include:
swimming, baseball, tennis, and basketball.

* as indicated by the existing population, the rapid increase of Village youth that
will participate in sports, particularly in baseball, softball, swimming, tennis,
softball, and basketball.

* based on the surrounding area, that the local population must travel greater
than one mile to the nearest park and travel over 13 miles to the nearest
facility.
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A summary of the Service Area Analysis indicate the following findings:

Based on the Village’s existing population and based on the fact that the Village
is unserved by parks and facilities, there is a need for new facilities to include one
baseball field, one recreation center, one basketball court, one swimming pool, one
tennis court and eight picnic shelters. The location for these facilities should
predominately be located in the central areas of the Village.

There is a lack of sub-neighborhood and neighborhood parks, particularly over 5
acres in size. Neighborhood parks are defined as parks between 5 to 10 acres in size.
This park type generally provides the majority of recreational facilities for activities such
as: field games, court games, crafts, playground equipment and picnicking.

These findings from the needs assessment and service area analysis will be
serve as the basis for developing the recommendations for future parks, facilities and
policies.

Plan Implementation & Prioritization of Needs

The purpose of a landuse program is to assist people in solving their existing park use
needs and future park problems. Such a program is a starting point and it is to be used by a
community as a tool in making the wisest use of its resources. It is based on economics,
demographic, social and physical elements of an area. The program sets guidelines helpful in
achieving goals for future land uses.

The Village landuse program is projected to the year 2010 and should achieve these

goals:
1. Develop parks which achieve local public and private values as
well as state wide and regional interests.
2. Ensure an attractive environment necessary for a sound area
economy.
3. Use land for the best long-range benefit.

In order to achieve these goals, future land use pattemns should follow the natural
environment and should preserve desirable natural features. In addition, knowledge of the
existing land use potential of an area is necessary.
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Future land use potential in relation to such determining factors as the natural condition,
population land use characteristics, accessibility and other economic, social and physical
factors are important in the development of the greater area. Therefore, a chart developed for
the purpose of displaying the potential land use in relation to the physical features of the area
has been developed (See Appendix B.). The chart should be utilized by the Village as a guide
for the development of future land use within the area.

A final element that should be considered to enhance the residential quality in the
Village is the provision of a park. The community survey found Village residents supportive of
park development. The kind of park that would be appropriate for Vinton and have a park full
range of activities for outdoor recreation.

The recreation needs of the community differ by age bracket. A neighborhood park
designed with a tot lot and intended for families with young children would be appropriate. It
should include playground equipment and benches. A park designed for children can be a
positive element in building a sense of neighborhood and providing a meeting place for casual
interaction between families with young children.

A different kind of park is appropriate for older youth. A community park could be
provided for the active recreation needs of teenagers and young adults. The type of recreation
facilities that are appropriate and affordable could include a basketball court, baseball field, and
perhaps a wall or other hard surface that can used to bounce balls against. Because there is
the possibility that youth from outside the community may be attracted to the park and could
cause problems for the community, the location of the park should be carefully considered.
Vinton has the good fortune of having a substation for the Village Sheriff's Department on
Vinton Road. [t would be logical to locate a park designed for active use by the older youth
nearby and to also post and enforce closing hours.

It is recommended that within the short range planning period (5 years) that new park
developments be encouraged to locate next to existing housing developments. With the
existing vacant areas within the Village, more than enough land is available to absorb potential
population increases.

Park Land Acquisition
As indicated in Appendix A., the Village will need to make a investment in order to

provide the local community a quality park. The Village should consider the following sources to
acquire the needed funds for the development of park space.

General Taxes - This should include the direct purchase of land and facilities using
locally collected taxes. This source could also include use of local taxes to pay for bonds soid
for park acquisition and development.
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Special Taxes - A tax assessed and dedicated for a specific purpose. Such a tax may
be a portion of an existing tax that is set aside for a particular purpose, in this particular case
the acquisition of parkland.

User Fees - Fees assessed to people who use the ball fields and/or other recreational
facilities.

Special Assessment, Special Benefit, or Special District - A specific district,
geographical area and specific purpose is identified. A tax is levied on a particular district. The
funds acquired from the tax could be used for the development of a park facility for the area.

Federal and State Programs: Use of funds granted to the Village through federal and
state agencies, targeted for parkland acquisition or parkland development.

Grants

A grant is an additional to a budget by means of an outright gift of money from
the federal governments, the state govemments or a
private source.

Since the average citizen now has approximately three thousand hours of leisure
time per year, every year, he requires a complete recreational environment. So
the job is no longer a matter of equipping a park with several new benches every
ten years.

The basic open space legislation grant can cash match up to 50 percent (50%) of the
total cost for the development of recreational parks. The Texas Park and Wildlife Department,
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program has developed funding for the
Acquisition and/or development of public parks

Voluntary Contributions: The voluntary dedication of land or the giving of funds to the
Village for purchase or park development. This may occur through voluntary contributions from
local developers, nonprofit organizations or private philanthropy.

One method the Village can use to provide new recreational facilities to newcomers
without over-burdening establish residents is to require the sub-divider to dedicate a portion of
his land or its equivalent value to the County as a condition of the approval of his subdivision.

Providing recreational resources and support effort in developing recreational activities
requires strong citizen participation and a strong focus on park and recreational planning.

Citizen participation has been used to acquire funding for parks and recreation activity.

Therefore, Vinton should support and encourage a strong form of citizen participation in the
development of recreational activities.
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Furthermore, using schools grounds for parklands, designing ponding areas as a
secondary park use and utility easements for dual developments as parks should be
encouraged. These methods can substantially increase available parkland in the Village
without adding to acquisition cost.

Facility Reviews

As the community changes so do the needs for the types of park facilities. It is therefore
important to review periodically the type of facilities available at each park service area and the
appropriate needs of the park service area. If changes in the recreational facilities are
warranted, then the Village should make modification to the existing park plan. This review
should at least occur every five years.

Major Recreation Facilities

The Village should also consider locating indoor recreation facilities. The types of indoor
activities could consist of community recreation centers, shelters, senior citizen recreation
centers, and indoor/outdoor swimming pools. These type of recreational facilities need to be
considered for the year 2010.

Development of a program for guiding growth is a significant undertaking for any
community. It signals a desire to optimize the future by planning for urban expansion today. The
planning encompasses dual aspects of financial efficiency and quality of life. The
comprehensive park plan is used to guide private and public developments to bring about
desired future community it portrays. The processes used to implement the plan falls into two
categories: (1) those applied to the development and use of private property; and (2) those
concerned with public property and public services. The principal tools for guiding the use and
development of private property are zoning, land subdivision, and building regulation. The
acquisition and development of public property and facilities are accomplished by public
agencies through long-range financial and capital improvement plans.
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Estimated Village of Vinton Park Requirements in 1995

Population 1990: 605
Population Change 1990 - 2010: Additional 345 to 400

Projected Population 2010: 1005

Park Type &
Standard Uses
For Projections

Neighborhood 0 0 1 1
1 acre/1,000 population

Community
2 acres/1,000 population 0 0 1 1

Population Projections: U.S. Census, Village of Vinton



Activity/
Facility

Recommended
Space _
Requirements

VILLAGE OF VINTON PARK STANDARDS

Recommended Size
- And Dimensions -

Recommended
Orientation

"'No. of c::m

'Population

Per

Service
mmamcm

- Location Notes '

Usually in School,

Badminton 1620 sq. ft. Singles - 17'x44' Long Axis North- 1 per 5000 Y4 -2 Mile
Doubles- 20'x44’ South Recreation Center,
with &' unobstructed or Church Facility.
area on all sides Safe Walking or Bike
Access.
Basketball 5040-7280 sq. ft 50'x84’ with &' Long Axis North- 1 per 5000 Ya- Y2 Mile Same as Badminton.
unobstructed space | South Outdoor courts in
on all sides neighborhood and
community parks,
plus active recreation
areas in other park
settings.
Volleyball Minimum of 4000 sq. | 30'x60° Minimum &' Long Axis North- 1 court per Ya -2 Mile Same as other court
ft. clearance on both South 5000. activities (e.g.,
sides. badminton,basketball
, etc.)
Baseball 3.0-3.85 A minimum | Baselines-90' Locate home plate 1 per 5000 Y- Y2 Mile Part of neighborhood
Pitching distance 60 | so pitcher throwing complex. Lighted
. % Foul lines-min. across sun and fields part of
| 320 Center field- batter not facing it. community complex.
m 400+ Line from home plate :
m through pitcher's
mound run east-
north-east.
Trails N/A Well defined head N/A 1 systemper | N/A
maximum 10’ wide region
average grade 5%.
Capacity rural trails-
40 hikers/day/mile.
Urban trails-90
Hikers/day/mile.
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FIGURE 3 -

SUGGESTED CONCEPT FOR PARKING & ACCESS
FOR COMMUNITY & AREA PARKS
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FIGURE 4

SUGGESTED CONCEPT FOR PARKING & ACCESS
FOR NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

(NOT TO SCALE)
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VILLAGE OF VINTON
SURVEY



VILLAGE OF VINTON
SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESULTS

Introduction

An attitudinal survey was carried out in the Village of Vinton during the week of March 22, 1 994. The
purpose of conducting the survey was to identify the needs and preferences of the community to assist in
developing a comprehensive plan for the Village.

Methodology

The survey questionnaire was developed by the Staff of the Rio Grande Council of Governments
(RGCOG). The thirty-seven question survey collected information related to household demographics,
housing, infrastructure and services, income, recreational facilities, industrial development and other
miscellaneous information. The survey was administered door to door by staff of the Council of
Governments with the assistance of four students from Canutillo High School. The students interviewers
were Wendy Leiske, Erci Lucero, Elsi Hoiguin and Lauri Lozano. Interviews were conducted during the
daylight hours beginning at 9:30 am; in instances where no one was at the residence, an attempt was
made to contact the resident later in the afternoon or early evening.

Response and Analysis

A total of 162 surveys were collected in Vinton. This represents approximately two-thirds of all residents

in Vinton. The information from the surveys was compiled using a data base program to assist in the
analysis of the data. The following report provides a detailed accounting of survey responses and a

general analysis of results.

Although it was an infrequent occurrence, occasionally an individual being interviewed did not respond to
certain questions. Because of this, the number of respondent for each question is given along with the
response percentages. In some instances the data was summarized by a simple average or median.
Open ended questions yielded a wide variety of responses that made simple summaries impractical.
Survey Question #1.  How many people live in your household?

When asked how many people lived in their households, residents reported having an average of 4
people per household; household sizes ranged from 1 to 10 persons.

Survey Question #2.  What are their ages?

Vinton residents’ reported ages ranged as follows:

Range Male Female

0-10 117 147
11-20 102 82

21-40 118 128

41-65 87 80

65> 55 52
Total 479 489




Survey Question #6. Do you plan to remain at this address?

When asked do you plan to remain at this address?, 77% stated they would remain at their present
address. Twenty-three percent (23%) reported that they would not stay at the same address.
INTERVIEWER TO NOTE TYPE OF HOUSING:

Interviewers noted that 59% lived in mobile homes, 27% lived in single-family homes and 4% lived in
apartment complexes.

Survey Question #7.  Approximately how old is this (house/mobile home/building)?

Residents reported the average household age of 12 years. The actual age of households ranged from
1 to 90 years.

Survey Question #8.  Are you renting this home?
Nineteen percent (19%) reported renting their homes.
Survey Question 9 - 11 IF RESPONDENT OWNS THEIR HOME:

Survey Question #9.  If you own your home, do you own it outright? [__] or [_] is the home
mortgaged?

Of the respondents, approximately 46% of the homes were owner occupied and 41% were mortgaged.
Survey Question #10. Do you send your house payment to a mortgage company? or to an individual?

Twenty-three percent (23%) of the respondents sent their house payment to a mortgaged company and
twenty-four percent (24%) mortgage their homes to an individual.

Survey Question #12.  Approximately what is your monthly payment?

Respondents reported the following:

Frequency Payment

40 less than $200.00 per month
52 $200.00 to $399.99 per month
15 $400.00 to $599.99 per month
3 $600.00 to $799.99 per month
2 more than $800.00 per month
50 no response to question




Of all respondents, the population consist of 49% male and 51% female.

Vinton Population By Age Group

Male

50 100 150

-150 -100 -50

Population

Survey Question #3.  How would you describe the race/ethnicity of yourself and the members of your
household?

Sixty-four percent (64%) reported Hispanic, thirty-three percent (32%) reported as anglo, three percent
(3%) reported as native American and one percent (1 %) reported as oriental.

Vinton Race/Ethnicity

Survey Question #4.  How long have you lived in Vinton?

Residents reported having lived in Vinton an average of 7 years. The actual number having lived in
Vinton ranged from 1 to 72.

Survey Question #5.  How long have you lived at this address?

Residents reported having lived at the same address an average of 7 years.



Mobile Home Owners reported the following:

Frequency Payment

27 less than $200.00 per month
34 $200.00 to $399.99 per month
8 $400.00 to $599.99 per month
1 $600.00 to $799.99 per month
1 more than $800.00 per month
23 no response to question

Survey Question #13.  How many bedrooms does your home have?
Survey Question #14. How many bathrooms does your home have?

In an attempt to determine the size of a typical home in Vinton, residents were asked how many

bedrooms and bathrooms were present in the house. According fo the survey response, the average
home consisted of 2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom.

Survey Question #15. Does your home have:

When asked if there home had heating, air conditioning, hot water and kitchen facilities, the respondents
reported the following:

Vinton Housing Facilities

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Precentage

Heating
Air ;
Conditioning &
Hot Water
Kitchen
Facilities

Facilities



Survey Question #16.  What type of heating does your home have?

Residents were asked what type of heating they have in their homes, sixty-five percent (65%) reported
using natural gas and nine percent (9%) reported using electricity. The remaining residents reported
using other types of heating in their home (see attached list).

Question # 16

Heat Other Frequency
Propane 19
Butane 3

Wood 1

Survey Question #17. All things considered, do you consider your home to be in good condition?

The majority of respondents (77%) reported their homes to be in good condition. The remaining
residents (23%) reported their homes in need of repair (See Aftached List).

Survey Question #18. Where do you normally shop for:

groceries? _ (SEE ATTACHED LIST)
hardware items? _(SEE ATTACHED LIST)
prescription drugs? _(SEE ATTACHED LIST)
school supplies? (SEE ATTACHED LIST)

Reported response Shop for Groceries
2% Albertsons

32% Big 8 Stores

14% Furrs

14% La Feria (Anthony)
3% Smiths

2% Sams

22% Other Misc.




Question #18

Reported response Shop for Hardware

23% Ace

1% Cashway

24% HomeClub

2% La Feria

2% Pep Boys

2% Sears

6% Walmart

14% Other Misc.
Question #18

Reported response Shop for Medicine

2% Albertsons

6% Danny's Drug

3% Furrs

5% Juarez

2% KMart

2% Smiths

13% Walgreens

7% Walmart

5% West Valley Pharmacy

28% Other Misc.
Question #18

Reported response Shop for School Supplies

3% Big 8

3% K_Mart

2% Sams

35% Walmart




Survey Question #19. What playground would you take children to?

(SEE ATTACHED LIST)
Question #19
Reported response Playground
21% Gallegos Park
2% Las Cruces
9% Marwood Park
31 Other Various Parks

Survey Question #20. What kinds of recreation do you and your family engage in?
Where?

[] softball__(SEE ATTACHED LIST)

[] soccer___ (SEE ATTACHED LIST)

[] swimming_(SEE ATTACHED LIST)

[ ] dancing___ (SEE ATTACHED LIST)

[] horseback riding_(SEE ATTACHED LIST)

[] fishing___(SEE ATTACHED LIST)

[_] other:__ (SEE ATTACHED LIST)

Question #20

Other Frequency
Baseball
Basketball

Camping
Church

N[N W

Movies
Parks 11

Survey Question #21.  Are there other forms of recreation that you or your family would engage in if
they were available locally?

(SEE ATTACHED LIST)




Question #21

Other Recreational Activities Frequency
Basketball 9

Bowling 3

Park 29
Running 2

Soccer 3
Swimming 19
Tennis/Volleyball 5

Survey Question #22.  Which of the following newspapers do you regularly read?

The number of people who read newspapers on a regular basis consists of the following:

1. 51% read the El Paso Times
2. 22% read the El Paso Herald-Post
3. 44% read the Rio Grande Gazette
4. 7% did not read newspapers.

Survey Question #23. Do you consider crime to be a significant problem in Vinton?

When asked if they consider crime to be a significant problem in Vinton, twenty-seven percent (27%)
reported crime as a significant problem and seventy-three percent (73%) reported crime as not a
problem.

If "yes", what kind of crime is of most concern:

Frequency Concern

10 Burglary

2 Gang Activity
2 Vandalism




Survey Question #24. Do you own or have ready access o an automobile?

The majority of the population or eighty-six percent (86%) have access to an aufomobile.

Survey Question #25.  If bus service were available, would you use it:

Twenty-five percent (25%) reported that they would use a bus service on a daily basis, twelve percent
(12%) would use a bus service at least once a month, twenty-six percent (26%) would occasionally use a
bus service but not every month and twenty-five percent (25%) would never utilize the bus service.

Survey Question #26. Are the existing industries in this area good neighbors?

When determining the residents perception of the existing industries in Vinton, seventy percent (70%)
reported that the existing industry is a good neighbor and thirty percent (30%) reported that the existing
local industry was not goad for their neighborhood.

Survey Question #27.  In your opinion, what are the two most important issues in locating new industrial
and commercial uses near residential areas?

In locating new industry near residential areas, thirty-one percent (31%) reported noise as a major
concern, thirty-five percent (35%) reported truck traffic, twenty-three percent (23%) reported property
values and eight percent (8%) reported glare from lighting as a problem. Other: (See Aftached List for
the remaining 3%)

Survey Question #28.  I'm going to name several public services. Please indicate whether you feel the
service available in Vinton is adequate.

In determining whether several public services provided to Vinton residents were adequate, fifty-eight
percent (58%) reported trash collection as adequate, fifty-two percent (562%) reported fire protection as
adequate, seventy-five percent (75%) reported ambulance service as adequate, eighty-one percent
(81%) reported police protection as adequate and fifty-seven percent reported business regulations as
being adequate.

Survey Question #29.  If it would guarantee a substantial improvement in public services in Vinton,
would you support adopting either a sales tax or a property tax?

Sixty-one percent (61%) reported that they would support a sales and/or a property tax. Thirty-nine
percent (39%) would not support a tax.

Survey Question #30.  Vinton is located by an undeveloped part of the upper valley. Do you think the
development of the valley will be:

Fifty-one percent (51%) reported development of the valley as good. Sixteen percent (16%) reported
development of the valley as inevitable. Eighteen percent (18%) reported that development should be
prevented.



Survey Question #31.  If the valley is developed, if will:

When asked, if the valley was developed, what would occur, twelve percent (12%) reported that it would
lessen the desirability of Vinton, fifty-seven percent (57%) reported that it would improve Vinton by
providing more nearby shops, restaurants, recreation activities and Jjobs, and ten percent (10%) reported
that it would cause Vinton to lose its identity.

Survey Question #32.  Vinton is:

Thirteen percent (13%) reported that Vinton was just a suburb of El Paso. Sixty percent (60%) reported

Vinton as a good place to raise a family. Fifteen percent (15%) reported Vinton as an area close to
where they worked. Thirty-seven percent (37%) reported the area as an affordable place to live and
twelve percent (12%) reported that Vinton is becoming less desirable.

Survey Question #33. Do you think Vinton should encourage more mobile home
development?

When asked do you think Vinton should encourage more mobile home development, it was interesting to
note that fifty-fwo percent (52%) did not want mobile homes in the area and forty-eight percent (48%)
reported that Vinton should encourage mobile home development.

Survey Question #34. A community center with meeting rooms and recreation facilities has been
proposed in Vinton. If this were available;

In determining if a community center would be utilized by area residents. Seventy-three percent (73%)
reported that it would give the youth something fo do. Ten percent (10%) reported that it wouldn't be used
and one percent (1%) reported that it would cause problems.

Survey Question #35.  Please indicate the highest grade level that you or your [wife/husband] has
attained:



Reported grade level:

Vinton Education Levels

Frequency

Survey Question #36.  Please indicate the range that best approximates your family income last year:

The following were last years reported family Income for survey respondents.

Vinton Income Levels

Frequency

Income Levels



Survey Question #37. If you could change anything about Vinton, what would it be?

Changes in Vinton Number of Responses
Provide public services and improve sewer, water 26

and streets.

Provide parks and recreation facilities 22

More neighborhood lights 17

Better animal control 4




Village of Vinton, Texas

September 1995
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Improvements to Existing Park Area 9/95

SECTION 02831 CHAIN LINK FENCES AND GATES
1 GENERAL
1.1 SECTION INCLUDES
A. Fence framework, fabric, and accessories.
B. Excavation for post bases; concrete foundation for posts, and center drop for gates.
C.  Manual gates and related hardware.
1.2 REFERENCES
A.  ASTM A116 - Zinc-Coated (Galvanized) Steel Woven Wire Fence Fabric.
B.  ASTM A121 - Zinc-Coated (Galvanized) Steel Barbed Wire.
C.  ASTM A123 - Zinc (Hot Dip Galvanized) Coatings on Iron and Steel Products.
D.  ASTM A153 - Zinc Coating (Hot-Dip) on Iron and Steel Hardware.
E.  ASTM A392 - Zinc-Coated Steel Chain-Link Fence Fabric.
F. ASTM A428 - Weight of Coating on Aluminum-Coated Iron or Steel Articles.
G. ASTM C94 - Ready-mixed Concrete.
H.  ASTM F567 - Installation of Chain-Link Fence.
l. ASTM F669 - Strength Requirements of Metal Posts and Rails for Industrial Chain Link Fence.
J. ASTM F1083 - Pipe, Steel, Hot-Dipped Zinc-Coated (Galvanized) Welded, for Fence Structures.
K. ASTM F1234 - Protective Coatings on Steel Framework for Fences.
L. Chain Link Fence Manufacturers Institute (CLFMI) - Product Manual.
1.3 SYSTEM DESCRIPTION
A. Fence Height: 6 feet nominal.
B. Line Post Spacing: At intervals not exceeding 8 feet.
C.  Fence Post and Rail Strength: Conform to ASTM F669 Light Industrial/Standard Residential Fence
quality.
1.4 SUBMITTALS FOR REVIEW
A. Product Data: Provide data on fabric, posts, accessories, fittings and hardware.
1.5 QUALITY ASSURANCE
A Perform Work in accordance with CLFMI - Product Manual and manufacturer's instructions.

MESA ENGINEERING 02831-1



Improvements to Existing Park Area 9/95

1.6

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

A

w

o O

QUALIFICATIONS

Manufacturer: Company spegcializing in manufacturing the products specified in this section with
minimum 3 years expetrience.

PRODUCTS
MATERIALS

Framing (Steel): ASTM F1083 Schedule 40 galvanized steel pipe, welded construction, minimum
yield strength of 25 ksi; coating conforming to ASTM F1234 Type A on pipe exterior and interior.

Fabric Wire (Steel): ASTM A392 zinc coated wire fabric.

Concrete: ASTM C94; Normal Portland Cement, 2,500 psi strength at 28 days, 3 inch slump; 1
inch nominal sized coarse aggregate.

COMPONENTS

Line Posts: 2.38 inch diameter.

Corner and Terminal Posts: 2.38 inch.

Gate Posts: 3.5 inch diameter.

Top and Brace Rail: 1.66 inch diameter, plain end, sleeve coupled.
Gate Frame: 1.66 inch diameter for fittings and truss rod fabrication.

Fabric: 2 inch diamond mesh interwoven wire, 8 gage thick, top salvage knuckle end closed,
bottom selvage twisted tight.

Tension Wire: 6 gage thick steel, single strand.

Tie Wire: 9 gage, aluminum alloy steel wire.

Tension Strap: 3/16 inch thick steel.

Rail Couplings: sleeve type, 6 inches long.

Truss Rod: 3/8 inch diameter with turnbuckle.

ACCESSORIES

Caps: Cast steel galvanized sized to post diameter, set screw retainet.

Fittings: Steel sleeves, bands, clips, rail ends, tension bars, fasteners and fittings.

Gate Hardware: Fork latch with gravity drop; two 180 degree gate hinges per leaf; and hardware
for padlock.

FINISHES

Components and Fabric: Galvanized to ASTM A123; 1.8 oz/sq ft coating.

MESA ENGINEERING 02831-2



Improvements to Existing Park Area 9/95

3.1

3.2

© 2 =

T

Hardware: Galvanized to ASTM A153, 1.8 oz/sq ft coating.

Accessories: Same finish as framing.

EXECUTION

INSTALLATION

Install framework, fabric, accessories, and gates in accordance with ASTM.
Place fabric on outside of posts and rails.

Set intermediate, terminal, and gate posts plumb, in concrete footings with top of footing 2 inches
above finish grade. Slope top of concrete for water runoff.

Line Post Footing Depth Below Finish Grade: 3 feet 3 inches (12 inch diameter footing).

Corner, Gate and Terminal Post Footing Depth Below Finish Grade: 3 feet 3 inches (16 inch
diameter footing).

Brace each gate and corner post to adjacent line post with horizontal center brace rail [and
diagonal truss rods]. Install brace rail one bay from end and gate posts.

Provide top rail through line post tops and splice with 6 inch long rail sleeves.

Install center and bottom brace rail on corner gate leaves.

Do not stretch fabric until concrete foundation has cured 28 days.

Stretch fabric between terminal posts or at intervals of 100 feet maximum, whichever is less.
Position bottom of fabric 2 inches above finished grade.

Fasten fabric to top rail, line posts, braces, and bottom tension wire with tie wire at maximum 15
inches on centers.

Attach fabric to end, corner, and gate posts with tension bars and tension bar clips.

Install bottom tension wire strap stretched taut between terminal posts.

Do not attach the hinged side of gate from building wall; provide gate posts.

Install gate with fabric to match fence. Install three hinges per leaf, latch, catches, and drop bolt.

Provide concrete center drop to footing depth and drop rod retainers at center of double gate
openings.

ERECTION TOLERANCES
Maximum Variation From Plumb: 1/4 inch.

Maximum Offset From True Position: 1 inch.

END OF SECTION 02831

MESA ENGINEERING 02831-3



Improvements to Existing Vinton Park Area - 9/95

SECTION 03301 —~ CAST-IN-PLACE CONCRETE

PART 1 - GENERAL
1.01 WORKINCLUDES

A. All labor, materials and equipment necessary to construct cast-in-place
concrete footings and slabs.

1.02 QUALITY ASSURANCE
A. Qualifications of Concrete Placement Workers:

1. Provide at least one person who shall be present at all times during the
execution of this portion of the Work. This person shall be thoroughly
experienced in placing the types of concrete specified and shall direct all
work of this section.

2. Use only experienced concrete finishers for finishing all exposed
surfaces of the concrete.

B. Standards:
1. Comply with all applicable local codes and regulations.

2. Comply with all pertinent recommendations of "Structural Concrete for
Buildings," Publication ACI 301, of the American Concrete Institute.

3. Where provisions of applicable codes and standards conflict with this
Specification, the more stringent shall govern.

C. Testing of Materials: IF REQUESTED BY OWNER, all concrete materials shall
be tested by an approved testing laboratory in accordance with the
following provisions (note: passing tests shall be paid by Owner, failing tests
shall be paid by Contractor):

1. Portland Cement: all samples shall conform to ASTM C-150, type | or il

2. Aggregate: all samples of coarse and fine aggregate shall be obtained
and tested in accordance with the following:

a. Sieve Analysis: ASTM C-136
b. Specific Gravity: ASTM C-127 & C-128
c. Soundness: ASTM C-88

d. Abrasion: ASTM C-131

MESA ERGINEERING 03301-1



Improvements to Existing Vinton Park Area 9/95

D. Concrete Cylinders (IF REQUESTED BY OWNER):

1. Three (3) test cylinders will be taken for each fifty (50) cubic yards of
concrete, or fraction thereof, placed each day.

2. One (1) slump test will be taken for each set of cylinders taken.

1.03 SUBMITTALS

A.

B.

Product Data: provide data on joint filler, admixtures, and curing
compounds.

Concrete Mix design.

1.04 PRODUCT HANDLING

A.

PART 2 -

Protection: use all means necessary to protect cast-in-place concrete
materials before, during, and after installation.

Replacements: in the event of damage, immediately make all repairs and/or
replacements necessary to the approval of the Engineer.

PRODUCTS

2.01 CONCRETE

A.
B.

All concrete shall be transit-mixed in accordance with ASTM C-94.

Quality: all concrete shall have the following minimum compressive strengths

at twenty-eight (28) days and shall be proportioned within the following

limits:

1. 3000 PSI (minimum) compressive sirength.

2. 1-inch (maximum) size aggregate.

3. six (6) sacks (minimum) of cement per cubic yard of concrete; actual
cement amount shall be determined by mix design in accordance with ACI
304.

4. 4-inch (maximum) slump.

Cement: all cement shall be Portland Cement conforming to ASTM C-150,
type | or I, and shall be the product of one manufacturer.

Aggregates:

1. All aggregates shall conform to "Standard Specifications for Concrete
Aggregates," ASTM C-33, except as modified herein.

MESA ERGINREERING 03301-2
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2.02

2.03

2.04

2.05

2. Coarse Aggregate:
a. Clean, sound, washed gravel or crushed rock.

b. Crushings shall not constitute more than 30-percent of the total
coarse aggregate volume.

c. Not more than 5-percent flat, thin, elongated or laminated material
nor more than 1-percent deleterious material shall be present.

d. Aggregate shall be graded from 1/4-inch to 1-inch, with a fineness
modulus ranging between 6.90 and 7.40.

3. Fine Aggregate:
a. Washed, natural sand of hard, strong particles.
b. No more than 1-percent deleterious material.
c. Fineness modulus ranging between 2.65 and 3.05.

E. Water: clean, fresh, free of acid, alkali, organic matter or other impurit.ies
liable to be detrimental to the concrete.

F. Admixtures: admixtures may only be used upon approval of the Engineer.
FORMING MATERIALS

A. Conform to ACI 301, "Specifications for Structural Concrete for Buildings."
CURING MATERIALS

A. Liquid membrane: clear, non-staining, membrane forming, curing-sealing
compound conforming to ASTM C-309.

JOINT FILLER
A. Use ASTM D1751 type joint filler, 1/2-inch thick.
REINFORCEMENT

A. Reinforcing Steel: ASTM A615; 60 ksi yield grade; deformed billet steel bars,
unfinished.

B. Welded Steel Wire Fabric: 6X6-10/10 WWF, plain type, ASTM A185; in
coiled rolls; unfinished.

C. Dowels: ASTM A615; 60 ksi yield grade; plain steel; unfinished.

MESA ENGINEERING 03301-3
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PART 3 EXECUTION

3.01 EXAMINATION

A.

Inspect the installed work of other trades and verify that all such work is
complete to the point where this installation may properly commence.

Verify that all items to be imbedded in concrete are in place and that
concrete may be placed with all required clearances from reinforcement.

In the event of discrepancy, notify Engineer. Do not proceed with
installation in areas of discrepancy until all such discrepancies have been
fully resolved.

Failure to notify the Engineer and give written notice of discrepancies shall
constitute acceptance by the Contractor of existing conditions as fit and
proper to receive its work.

3.02 FORMING, CONVEYING AND PLACING CONCRETE

A.

Before placing concrete, clean mixing and conveying equipment well. Also
thoroughly clean and wet the forms and area to be occupied by concrete.

No concrete shall be placed in any area until all form work has been
completely constructed, all reinforcement has been installed, and all items to
be built into the concrete are in place.

Place concrete in accordance with ACI 301. Convey concrete from mixer
to place of final deposit in such a manner as to prevent the separation or
loss of ingredients. Place as nearly as practicable in its final position to avoid
rehandling or flowing. Do not drop concrete freely where reinforcing bars
will cause segregation, nor drop it freely more than six (6) feet. Use
tremies, spouts and dump boxes in deep sections.

Tamp and spade concrete to insure proper compaction into all parts of
forms and around reinforcement. Utilize a mechanical vibrator to
thoroughly compact the concrete. Vibrations must be by direct action in
the concrete and not against forms or reinforcement.

3.03 FINISHING

A,

Compact and screed concrete slabs uniformly to obtain required grades.
Push large aggregates below the surface with a screen tamper, screed and
bull float. As soon as the surface becomes workable, wood float then steel
trowel to provide a uniform, smooth, true surface.

Exterior walk areas shall have a light broom finish, with troweled 1/2-inch
radius joint edges.

MESA ENGINEERING 03301-4
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3.04 PROTECTION AND CURING

A.

Protect concrete from injurious action of the elements and defacement of
any nature during construction.

Keep forms wet to prevent drying out of the concrete.

Maintain concrete surfaces, including footings, wet for a minimum of seven
(7) days after concrete is placed.

Apply specified curing compound immediately after finishing slabs and in
accordance to manufacturer's instructions.

3.05 FORMREMOVAL

A.

Remove forms carefully in order to not mar or gouge surfaces, and to
provide corners that are true, sharp and unbroken.

No steel spreaders, ties or other metal shall project from or be visible on any
concrete surface.

3.06 DEFECTIVE WORK

A.

Cut out, remove and replace, or repair to the satisfaction of the Engineer,
any concrete not meeting minimum strength requirements; not formed as
required; not true, plumb or level; not placed to required elevations;
containing shavings, debris or with honeycombs or voids; and/or containing
cracks that, in the opinion of the Engineer, are detrimental to performance
or appearance.

Promptly perform work required to repair, patch, replace, or otherwise
make good any defective concrete, including all expense of additional
inspection, tests, or supervision made necessary as a result of defective
concrete.

3.07 CLEAN-UP

A. Upon completion of the work covered by this section, immediately remove

from site and dispose of properly all concrete materials, debris and rubbish
occasioned by this work to the approval of the Engineer.

END OF SECTION 03301
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consulting civil & environmental engineers

14 August 1995

Village of Vinton
436 E. Vinton Road
Canutillo, Texas 79835

Attn: Honorable Samuel Monrreal, Mayor, and City Council Members

Re: Laboratory Analysis of Additional Soil Sample for Lead
15-Acre Community Park Site :

Dear Mayor Monrreal and Council Members:

Enclosed are laboratory results of the additional soil sample from the 15-acre
Community Park Site. This sample was obtained by our environmental
subconsultant, AGRA Earth & Environmental, Inc., during their previous site
investigation and was tested by Westech Laboratories, Inc., for both total lead
and leachable lead. The results indicate that although there is substantial total
lead in the sample, none of this lead appears leachable.

These laboratory results were discussed with Mr. Terry McMillan of the local
office of the Texas Natural Resources Conservation Commission (TNRCC) on
August 4, 1995. In addition to Mr. McMillan and myself, this meeting was
attended by Mr. Richard Contreras and Mayor Samuel Monrreal. Based on this
meeting, it appears that the TNRCC will allow the Village of Vinton to cap the
site using asphalt and/or concrete paving with appropriate drainage provisions
to insure that drainage water is not allowed to penetrate into the site. Mr.
McMillan will advise the Village in writing as to their position on this site after he
confers with Mr. Hector Villa, District Manager of the TNRCC.

We appreciate this opportunity to serve the Village of Vinton. Please contact me
at 581-2554 if you wish to discuss this matter further or if you have any
questions. Thank you.

Very truly yours,
MESA ENGINEERING

Hlbodt {Meas
Gilbert G. Mesa, PE

Principal Engineer

enclosure

cc Mr. Richard Contreras, Village Attorney
Mr. Terry L. McMillan, TNRCC, Region 6

740 EI Parque Drive ® El Paso, Texas 79912 © (915) 581-2554  Fax (915) 581-7371
P.O. Box 16213 ® Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004 ¢ (505) 523-7040 * Fax (505) 523-7105



!
John Hall, Chairman |1.
Pam Reed, Commissioner
R. B. “Ralph” Marquez, Commissioner
Dan Pearson, Executive Director

TEXAS NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution
August 23,1995

Village of Vinton
436 E. Vinton Road
Canutillo, Texas 79835

Attention: Honorable Samuel Monrreal, Mayor, and City Council
Members
RE: Utilization of the 15-Acre Community Park Site

' Village of Vinton
El Paso County

Dear Mayor Monrreal and Council Members:

On August 18, 1995, your proposal to cap the subject site with
asphalt and/or concrete paving with the appropriate drainage
provisions was presented to Hector Villa III of this office, and he
agrees with this proposal. It is therefore, the consensus of this
office that you should proceed with this plan. This office would
like to emphasize again, as was stated at the meeting on August 4,
1995, that blood lead level monitoring should be performed on any
personnel that have continuous or semi-continuous exposure to the
proposed park.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me
at 915/778-9634. Thank you for your hospitality and cooperation.

Sincerely, —~

Terry L. McMillan
Water /Waste Program Manager

TM/tm

cc: Gilbert G. Mesa, PE; Mesa Engineering, 740 Parque Drive, E1
Paso, Texas 79912

RePLY To: REGION 6 = 7500 VISCOUNT BLVD., SUITE 147 » EL PASo, TEXAS 79925 » AREA CODE 915/778-9634

P.O. Box 13087 +  Austin, Texas 78711-3087 + 512/239-1000

printed &n recyzled paper using sov-based ink



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Village of Vinton, Texas desires to develop a viable urban community, including
a suitable living environment and decent recreational facilitates for area residents; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Vinton, Texas, is currently addressing the demands of its citizens for
park recreational facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Vinton, Texas, believes that the creation of parks will serve in a
manner that is environmentally beneficial; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Vinton currently has limited recreational opportunities.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF VINTON, TEXAS:

1. That the Village General Park Plan serve as a guide for the development of future
recreational facilities in Vinton.

2. That the Village General Park Plan is established to meet the needs of local area
residents by instituting appropriate standards and policies for recreational facilities
in Vinton.

3. That it further be stated that the Village commits itself to support efforts to develop
recreational facilities within it's boundaries and to support all other entities that desire
to participate in this project.

Passed and approved this _ (4 & day of February, 199%.

2 snd M oonsse]

! ] Z SAMUEL MONRREAL
; ) . ) Mayor, Village of Vinton, Texas
7 ﬂ%, L2 \ kﬁ,\;
)3

\
IRMA RODRIFUEZ C
Village Clerk N
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L s M wse]

SAMUEL MONRREAL
~ L ) ) ? f ) ’ Mayor, Village of Vinton, Texas
7 %{ﬁ =\ 1"-4
IRMA RODRIFUEZ ( ) S
Village Clerk = 6






